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TRGENCY MOTION—CAMELS TIM-
PORTATION AXND TICK.
Serious Danger Alleged.
¥Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the
following notice of motion from the
mewber for Pilbarra:—

Tith ¢ view 1o calling attention to @
matter of urgency, namely the serious
denger menceing this State throuah the
spread of cumel tick and other diseases
in the Pilbarra district, owing to the
course taken by the Stock Department in
the matter of quarantining, and the action
of the Resident Magisirate, Dr. Burton,
in allowing the camels to land, I desire
to move the adjournment of the House.
It wiil therefore be necessary for a cer-
tain number of members fo rise, in ae-
cordance with the resolution passed last
session, to decide whether leave shall be
eiven to the hon. member to move this
motion,

Sufficient members having risen—

AMr, R. H, TNDERWOOD (Pilbarra)
said: My reason for bringing this mat-
ter under notice in this manner is be-
cause I have uiterly failed to have any-
thing done te it in any other way; and
as I wish to lay stress on the absolute
incompetence of the Stock Department,
1 am using this method of doing so. In
my speech on the Addvess-in-Reply 1
maiie some clear and distinct statements
rezarding this matter. The Government
have seen fit to deliberately ionore them.
ihough in my opinion they were deserv-

{24 Jooy, 1907,

Camels Imported. 417

ing of an answer; and seeinr that 7
coulti not zer an answer in Liue lanzunce
I used then, perhaps I am justified in
making my labguage a little stronger to-
day. Before going into this matter I
would like to say, as [ have already said,
that I have no eovntidence whatever in
the Stoelk Department, and  without
going into this comel question it is
fully borne out by otlser things that
have happened.  We hiave reen the Agvi-
cultural  Department attempt to drive
their Minister along a two-chpin road
in &t motor car and fail.

My, Gerdon: The motion before the
House is in veference to tick at Pilbarra.
The hon. member now dizresses and
talks about a Ministerial trip in & motor
car.

{Numerous interjections from Oppo-
sition members.]

Mr., SBPEAKER : The member for
Pilbarra must confine his remarks to the
question before the House. I hope he
will do that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The motion, ae-
eording to my notice, relates to the Stock
Depariment. However, T will get downa
1o the tick as soon as possible and toueh
on this other matter later. The subjeet
of tick ecamels has heen before the House
for some considerahle time, even hefare
I was a member of this House. We fini]
that the member for Murehison (3.
Holman} on the lst November last asked
a gnestion in regard to the importation
of these camels, and from (hat question
and from the reply that was then given
by the Premier, it was verv eclear that
on the 1st November a coneession to
bring these eamels into Western Ans-
tralin had been granted and aeceepted,
and that every arrangement, so far as
the Government were concerned, was
made. It was kpown then thaté these
camels were coming. I mention this be-
cause from the 1st November fo the
20th March is somewhere about six
months. I wish to point this out he-
cause I am poing to show that this de-
partment, which the member for Canning
seems to desire to prevent me diseussing,
had six months in whieh to make ar-
rangements for quarantining these dirty
camels that the Premier had allowed tn
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ecome into the State. The first intima-
tion we had about this matter was on
the 21st March. The steamer ‘‘ Cen-
tury '’ arrived at Port Hedland with
the camels on the 20th March, and on
the 21st I veceived the following tele-
gram:—

“Protest strongly camels now land-
ing tick infested; general public and
stock owners indignant.—F. Thele-
manmn.”

On receipt of that telegram I went to
the telephone and rang up the Agrienl-
tural Department, and the Under Secre-
tary (Mr. Despeissis) answered me. I
stated my case and he informed me
through the telephone that one man was
at Albany and another at Geraldton—I
forget the mames he gave me—and that
he would attend to the maftter when they
came baek. They were two important
under-officers of Mr. Despeissis’. Need-
less to say, on reeeipt of that reply I was
somewhat astounded, and I rang the tele-
phome oft with the idea of giving Mr.
Despeissis my opinion of his department
at short range, but the member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr. Troy) who happened tobe
with me persnaded me from that method
and went to the ielephone himself, and
with a good deal of judicious use of Mr.
Bath’s name he was successful in getting
what appeared at the time a somewhat
satisfactory reply. We found out then
that there were three other telegrams in
Perth that morning besides mine; the
Premier had one and two were received
by the Stock Department: yet i the
face of these the Under Secretary for
Agriculture told me that he was going
to wait in a matter of this importance
until a man eame back from Albany or
Geraldton; and that is the system that
has heen adopted right throughout the
whole of this affair. The last T heard
of it was that the Under Secretary had
seen the Premier and that the Premier
had despatched a telegram to Port Hed-
land to the resident magistrate (Dr.
Burton) instrueting him to stop the land-
ing of these camels pending the arrival
of a stock inspeetor at Port Hedland.
I spoke of that in the Address-in-Reply,
and T stated that the telegram was shown
in Port Hedland a day after it should
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have arrived, and that I kuew special
arrangements were made in the post
office for it to be sent there immediately.
As a matter of faet, that telegram should
have been, and perhaps was, in Port
Hedland when the Under Secretary of
the Agricultural Department rang me
up and told me what had been done. As
to the Under Secretary, I will speak of
that matter again. Another matter the
Under Secretary told rme through the
telephone was that they were stopping
the rest of the camels, and that those
camels which had been landed were to be
thoroughly isolated and quarantined.
However, the result was that the tele-
gram was not shown in Port Hedland
until the last camel was ashore and they
were spread over a very great part of
that distriet. The next thing was a tele-
gram appearing in the Morning Herald
on the 23rd March headed, “Tick-infested
Camels land at Port Hedland—No quar-
antine,” which reads:—

“Consternation was caused here and
among stock-owners genevally owing
to the negleet of the Stock Depart-
ment regarding the landing of camels
from the steamer “Century.” The
Government knew on the 1st inst. that
the steamer had left India, and was
due in Hedland on the 20th, yet abso-
lutely noe provision was made for in-
speetion or quarantine. On landing
the first three camels yesterday the
police diseovered each animal {o be
covered with tick, similar to the caitle
tick. These ticks have eight legs, three
on each side and twe in front, while
some are half-an-inch long. The
police ordered the unloading to cease,
and are awaiting orders from the Stock
Department and the Commissioner of
Police. Dr. Burton, R.M., then or-
dered the ship to proceed with the un-
loading, adding that he would take the
responsibility of the unloading con-
tinning, and the camels were kept in
the open space always oceupied hy the
local camels when loaded for Marble
Bar. The jetty is literally covered
with tick, and where the camels eamped
last night is also strewn with iick. The
camel and stock owners fear that the
pest will spread, unless something is
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done io-day. Some 500 camels are
alveady engagzed in lrade from Hed-
land inland, and cannot come in for
loading, and the port is temporarily
ruined. Fears arve entertained loeally
by the inland people that the port will
be declared tick-infested, which will
mean the suspension of all inland trade
and the iransference of business to
Condon. The tick infested eamels will
be sent to-day to the only camping
ground available for traders’ stock,
seven miles on the Bay road. The
police now decline to take any fur-
ther action. Dr. Burton’s action in
suspending the police orders is much
eriticised loeally. The police say it is
hard to know here who governs a con-
cern of this kind, whether it is the
Stock Departinent, police, or local
R.M. Esxperienced stock-owners de-
clare this is true tick, of which many
residents procured hottles of samples.”
The Minister for Mines: What tele-
gram is that?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was in the
Morning Herald of the 23rd Mareh last.
I went to Port Hedland very shorily
after the telegram was published, leav-
ing here on the 26th; and from in-
quiries T made from fully a dozen people
in Port Hedland, as well as from the
man who sent the telegram, whom I
know as a stock-owner and a mail con-
tractor, I find the Herald report is sub-
stantially correct; it is not overdrawn
in"one item. I saw those bottled ticks,
The Minister for Mines says people in
the XNorth-West are “rafty”; and it
does seem rather ratty to start bottling
tick. DBut they were bottled right
enough, and I saw them. On the 23th
March, two days later, the Government
came cut with a reply to that telegram.
This apology appeared in the TFest Aus-
tralian. the great apologist for this
splendid Stock Department, and was
headed, “Port Hedland. Tick on the
quarantine ground. An exaggerated
telegram.”  There is a twang of the
general election about that heading. The
pararraph proceeds:—

* A telegram publiched in a con-
temporary on Saturday, regarding the
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landing of tick-infestesl cattle at Port
Hedland and the consequent conster-
nation among local stock-owners, was
the subject of a DMinisterial inquiry
yesterday. The Premier, Mr. Moore,
stated that he had been in close touch
with Dr. Burton, the resident magis-
trate of Port Hedland, by telegram on
Lhe subjeet; and the replies received
indicated that there was strong op-
position locally against the landing of
the camels. These animals com-
manded at present a very high price,
and it was alleged that at Port Hed-
land and Marble Bar the cost of car-
rying goods from the jetty to the new
tields was almost exorbitant; indeed,
the ramifieations of wvested interests
were widespread, and pressure was
being brought to bear at the various
centres to prevent the landing of fresh
camels. When the ss. ¢ Century’ ar-
rived from Kurrachi with 516 camels,
it appeared that fresh interest was
lent to this matter. The camels were
subjected to closer scrutiny, with the
result that a few ticks were found on
some of them. The police officers
who were superintending the landing
of these animals were therenpon
pressed to suspend the landing opera-
tions, and a wire was sent along ask-
ing that the nnloading should be sus-
pended pending farther investigation,
In the meantime the resident wmagis-
trate, who is a medieal man, and who,
being on the spot, had a good eppor-
tunity of gauging the value of the ob-
jeetion raised, allowed the unloading
to proceed. From information wired
by Dr. Burten it appeared that the
sensational telegram published from
Port Hediand was greatly exagger-
ated. A few ticks were present on
the camels, and after the animals bad
left on their journey to the quaran-
tine ground the doctor made a ecare-
ful inspection of the jetty and the
land where they had eamped. In his
telegram yesterday morning Dr. Bar-
ton stated that the inspeetion had not
disclosed the presence of one single
tick. The ecamels were under the
supervision of the police, who were
keeping them away from the ordin-
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ary eamel tracks, and all precautions
were being taken to prevent any stock
from internuxing with them. The
shippers of the camels had presented
a certificate signed by the veterinary
surgeon i charge at Kwrrachi, de-
claring the animals te be sound and
healihy. * It was possible, the tele-
gram added, ‘that they canght the
tick, admitting that the insect was
tick, from hay shapped for fodder on
the voyage. Many bales were landed,
and steps were heing taken to elean
the jetty and quarantine the hay. Mr.
Weir, the chief inspeetor of "stoek,
was of opinion that if the insects de-
seribed were tick at all, they were cer-
tainly not the tiek Lknrown in East
Kimberley and Quecensland, a parasite
which was said to have been intro-
duced by buffaloes from India. Mr.
Ranford, the stock inspector, was now
on his way to Port Hedland to take
charge of the cleansing operations,
and an ample supply of disinfectant
was being forwarded. The Premier
added that he had asked the resident
magistrate to arrange to secure slides
of tick blocd with the object of for-
warding them to Dr. Cleland, the
Government Bacteriologist, for ex-
amination, He farther stated that
the island preposed as a gquarantine
ground was originally reported on by
the resident magistrate as being wn-
suitable, owing to the diffieulty of
landing and the deficient water sup-
ply. The camels, therefore, had to be
taken under police supervision to
McGregor's  country, some 33 miles
fromi Port Hedland. ‘It would ap-
pear,” he added, ‘that the officer re-
sponsible for not taking the necessary
steps to seecure gquarantine ground prior
to the arrival of the steamer was guilty
of grave negleet of dufy, and an in-
uuiry wonld be immediately held with
a view to determining upon whose
shoulders this responsibility vested.””
I wish to wmake a few remarks on the
statenents contained i that extract.
The first point that strikes me is, the
Premier was in close touch with Dr.
Burton; and if we are looking for an
explanation of why the unloading was
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not stopped. why that telegram never
came to hand in Port Hedland until the
last camrel was on shove, we must remen-
ber that the Premier was in close touch
with Dr. Burton.

The Premier: You will lnve every
wire that was sent. I will vead them all,

My. UNDERWOQOOD : Yes. There ap-
pears to have been a very considerable
difference between sending a wire and
ucting upon ik

The Premier :
nean,

Mr., UNDERWOOD : “The camels
were subjected to the elosest serutiny, and
a few ticks were found on some of them.”
Witieesses there have informed e they
could feel those ticks with a forty-foot
pole. You could see the tiek as £ar away as
from here to the other side of the Cham-
her. The camels were reeking with tick,
The very fact that it was possible to colleet
in bottles the tiek whieh had fallen off the
cawels shows that no close serutiny was
needed to see the tick. The very faet,
stated in the extract T have read, that Dr.
Burton ordered the jetty to be cleaned,
shows that the tick did not need much
looking for. As to the wire which was
sent, I shonld like to say that four
different persons in Port Hedland wived
to Perth, At that time the land wire was
broken between Perth and Port Hedland,
and those messages had to be sent by eable
They were not ordmary wires ; it cost
something to wire at that time. And the
fact that four respectable people in Port
Hedland protested against the landing of
thoze camels should have heen sufficient
to induee the Government to stop the
landing. To suspend it pending inquiry
was all that was asked. But no: they
ran every ecamel ashore ; they made no
mistake ; they got the camels ashore and
sent them out. I will point out the great
precantions that are taken on other oec-
casions against the spread of tick. I
would mention the most inhunan conduet
with respeet to the wrecked * Mildura,”
on hoard of which cattle were allowed to
die of slow starvation, and the stock in-
spector senf a peremptory message thal
not one of them was to be allowed to land
at Onslow or in the Ashburton country.
When it was a matter of our own eaitle,

Say exactly what you
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or cattle from our own tick-infested eoun-
try, the Stock Department could get off
the mark very rapidly ; bul when it comes
to introducing tick and other diseases
from Asia, recommmend me to the present
Government. As to that “exaggerated
telegram,” 1 have some more here that

fully endorse every word of it. I would
point oui that when a clear ease
was put before the Government,
when four responsible residents of
Port Tedland pointed out the grave
danger of this seourge spreading

throughout the best pastoral couniry in
the State, the Government smothered up
their action by ridienling theose who had
asked for protection. Ministers spoke of
“exaggerated telegrams.” T have leard
the people of Port Hedland nidiculed for
their fufile attempt to work up an agita-
tion. This is the protection whieh the Gov-
ernment gave to people who asgked for it.
As to the apology in the West Australian,
it says, “ The camels are under the super-
vision of the police.” For Dr. Burton
to pretend that these camels were under
police supervision is ridiculous in the ex-
treme. There were three policemen at
Port Hedland when these camels arrived.
There were 507 camels landed, with 43
new-chnm Afehans, who had never befove
been in the bush, who had never hefore set
foot in Australia. There was about one
policeman at a time to look after 500
camels and 4% new-chum Afglans, and
Dvr. Burton eontends that the camels were
under the supervision of the police, and
would not be allowed to intermix with any
other stock or eamels. He savs, * They
will he kept away from the ordinary
camel tracks.”  Now those whoe have heen
at Port Hedland know it is impossible to
get out of the town exeept by one road.
For the first seven miles from Port Hed-
land there is only one possible road ; and
unless the eamels were taken by boat it
was impossible to keep them off the track
leading into the avea bevond Port Hed-
land. Again, after those camels were
landed. they were neceszarily put in the
Government yard. They were necessarily
put into the Government stock-vard when
they were taken out of the race on the
wharf, into the yard through which every
beast shipped at Port Hedland bas to
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pass. There was nowhere else for them
to he put. onee they were hroughi ou the
whavf. And now we find Dr. Burton wires
that they were under police supervision,
and that every care was being taken to
keep them away from the ordinary camel
tracks, and to see that they did not inter-
mix with other stock. Again, he tells us
the shippers had presented a certificate of
health from Kurrachi, India. I think
any Australian judge or magistrate should
and does know the value of an Indian
certificale, knows what the value of an
Iudian oath is ; and we know perfectly
well that no one helieves the oath of those
Afghans when they go hefore ocur courts,
and we know positively that in India
you can buy anything you require, you
vou can pretty well buy the life of a man
there. As for the small matter of a cer-
tificate for a lot of dirty camels, the
Afghans ean swallow that easily. Dr.
Burion goes on :—

“ Steps are heing taken to clean the

jetty and quarantine the hay.”

A large quantity of hay, an Indian grass
which had been cut into bay and pat
into bales, was brought on the ship, and
this was stacked in the Port Hedland
Government yard, and most likely it is
still there. The vest of it was carted a
mile and a half out of Port Hedland to
the ordinary camel camp on the Marble
Bar road, and was left there. It was
still there when I arrived at Port Hed-
land. Tt was then decided fo quarantine
the hay, and when I was there they were
bringing this tick-infested hay back along
the regular camel track and stacking it—
above all places in the Government stock-
yards, through which every hoof of cattle
being shipped at Port Hedland has to
pass.  Dr. Burton also says 1 —

“Mr. Ranferd iz on his way to Port

Hedland.”

That is five days afier the eamels had
landed. T vead just now a question
asked by the member for Durchison
(Ar. Holman). and pointed out that the
Govermmrent had fullv six months in
which &0 make arrangements for roceiv-
ing these camels and to have an in-
gpector there, as they shomld bhave had
in see that the ecamels were elean when
they arrived. And what did the Gov-
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ernment do? Five days after the land-
ing of the eamels at Port Hedland, after
every cael had left the ship and spread
over that gieat pastoral distriet, they
seal an inspector from Perth—and it
takes six davs Lo arrive there. Tlere is
just one other statement I wish to refer
to regarding this apology by Dr. Burton:

“ Camels now on their way to the
quarantine ground, MeGregor’s coun-
try, 35 miles on the Marble Bar road.”

Even in this matter Dr. Burton makes a
misstatement of 15 miles. MeGregor’s
-country is 50 miles from Port Hedland;
the 49-mile well on the Port Hedland-
Marble Bar road is in the centre of
MecGregor's country. So even in that
there is a misstatement of 15 wmiles. I
wish to say farther that MeGregor’s
country extends across the Marble Bar
road; it is unfenced, and there are 500
camels on it—all these regularly on the
track to Marble Bar. The 500 or 600
camels already carting on that track
have to go through MeGregor’s country
when going to Marble Bav or anywhere
out of Port Hedland, except to Wodgina.

The Minister for Mines: There is no
reason why they should keep to the
track.

Mr. TNDERWOOD : I will tell you
all about that. I wish to say farther
‘that when those camels landed, the only
thing that might be expected happened.
They had, as I have said, half a hun-
-dred new-chum Afghans and 300 camels.
As soon as those camels got over the
causeway—they spread all over the
island on which Port Hedland stands, to
begin with—when they were collected
-and gob over the eauseway they spread
all over the country. A nuwmber had
heen found dead in different places when
I was there. I saw Mr. Ranford at
Port Hedland, and he assured me then
that he had not vet found the whole of
them; he had about 490, he thought, and
they cxpected to pick up the remaining
few in a few days.

The
think.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The next thing
we hear abont this matter is when we

Treasurer: Only seven died, I
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come agmn to the TWest .dustralian re-
port, with these head-lines -—

“Diseased Camels—No Cause for
Alarm—Interview with Dr. Cleland.”

This is dated July 12th, that is, two
days after I delivered a speech in this
House in which I referred to this matter.
I spoke on the 10th July, and this ap-
peared two days later:—

“For over three months some 500
eaniels have been in quarantine at
Port Hedland. From blood slides
taken from a nomber of these ani-
mals a bacteriological examination has
just been made, with the resuli that a
new danger las been revealed. The
camels in question it will he reinem-
bered were brought to the State three
months ago from India by Ibraham
Mahomet, and have ever sinee been the

subjeet of litigation. Consequently
they have remained confined fo a
limited area. TRecent developments

have put the Stock Department on
their guard, and iustructions have been
issned that the quarantine regulations
shall be rigidly enforeed, Dr. Cle-
land was interviewed yesterday by one
of our representatives, and he made
the following interesting statement
concerning the disease.”
Then follows a little disquisition about
several things, and the doctor states that
recenfly they have found out by inves-
tigation that trypanosome infections
caused sleeping sickness in man.

My, Taylor: That's what’s the matter
with the Government.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: He savs a lot
about the treatment of blood slides in
Hedland, and then says this:—

¢ At last two slides were found in
which trypancsomes were fairly nu-
merous.’’
Then he buries his head again in the
sand of verbiage, and goes on to say:—
“ The question arises whether the
eamels whieh were brought over from
India or other parts during the last 10
or 20 years ave affected with the try-
panocsomes. Such an examination, as
far as we know, has never been made
in Awstralia. It is a matter that
affecis the whole of the Commeon-
wealth, and the other States which
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have camels should aseertain whether
trypanosomes exist in them. 1t may
be that a small percentage of those
.contain the parasite, but as far as is
known no ill effects have followed.
As far as 1nvestigations have gone, it
is impossible Lo say whether the try-
panosomes which are at present in
those camels are the trypanosomes
which cause surra, and so would be
a source of danger to other animals”

That is to say, in effect, he does not
know yet whether they are poisonous or
not; and he puts me in mind of a man
who would allow a snake to bite him,
to find out whether it is poisonous. We
bring these camels to Western Australia,
for what reason T cannot say, ner why
the concession was granted; but the
eoncession was granted, and we bring
the camels to Western Australin and
then attempt to find out whether they
are poisonous. A man might as well set
fire to his hay-stack to see whether it
was ashestos. The article proceeds:—

*“ This is a matter which is being
investigated. In the meantime every
precaution is being taken to prevent
the possibility of the spread of the
disease.—Is there any oecasion for
alarm?’ the doctor was asked— Not
the slightest,” was the answer. In
all  probability some of the other
camels which have becen previously
imported have been so infected; yet
it is a matter that requires thorough
investigation. This investigation will
also include the collection and the ex-
amination of the biting flies, which
are responsible for the transmission
of the disease. It may be found that
these flies do not exist in sufficient
numbers in this State.”’ -

I next come to another extraci from the
West Australian. You will mark that
it is put away in a corner, and contains
alse accounts of the Afghans and
camels, a rich strike of tin at Wodgina,
and a paragraph about neglect to pro-
claim bloeks for residence in Port Hed-
land—the whele in this small space. The
other extract I have quoted from has
these large headings :  *‘ Diseased
Camels "'—* No ecause for alarm.?’

This extract is merely headed ¢ Part
Hedland 77—

‘¢ All the hitherto clean eamels on
the Hedland-Bar track are aflicted
wilh tick, seriously ienacing fthe
carrying capacity. A troublesome fly
has also appeared, and is driving
horses, cattle, and camels mad. Bul-
locks coming to the port have, after
roing inland, been found to possess
tick, and it is reasonable to assume
that cattle passing through the local
shipping-yards for southern ports
may also possess tick.”

That is dated Friday last. So muel: for
the apologist who, in great head lines,
tetls us there is nothing to fear, and
that telegrams bave been exaggerated.
Without farther comment I will read a
telegran: 1 received yesterday from Port
Hedland :—
*¢ Teams bulloeks, all trading camels,.
including those white men, affected
tiek, notwithstanding frequent changes.
Woodroffe (agent Bullarra), Richard--
son (Pippingarra), Suell, and Tate-
lock all witness dire effects imported
fly driving all stock mad. Infected
Indian camels regularly visiting Hed-
land, also wandering over both Bar
roads, Faet large number lost, where-.
abouts ‘unknown. Tatelock others as-
sert caels declared clean by inspec-
tor nearly all developed fresh crop-
young tick. See last week’s dailies.
Prohibited Tndians will not leave Hed-
land unless forced, declaring will
shoot and die; they want wages, now
claiming from South British. Be-
lieved Government now feeding men
whom South British refused feed or
pay. If arrests atlempted before
wages paid, blood assuredly be
spilled.”
Tke Premier: Whom is the wire from¥’
Mr. CNDERWOOD: It is from Mr.
Barker, the author of the wire in the
Morning Herald which 1 have read. This
information is fully borne out by the
telegram which appeared in the Govern-
ment apelogist. There is one matter I
would explain in regard to that. I told
the House just now that ihe country
is unfenced, that is on the Marble Bar



424, Urgency Motion :
road. There are threc roads, the fivst
a direct tvack ealled the sand track, then
theve is one, which takes a eurve, run-
ning to a point 13 miles owt, and the
other is the Lalla Rookh rwad. The
whole of that is unfenced country. There
are 500 eame's being quarantined on this
conntry, and tbere are some Afzhan
drivers, who liave never heen paid their
wages, to look after them. Anyone who
knows a bit alout steck, and perhaps my
friend the member for Mt. Margarel ean
bear me ont in this, will rvealise that the
task of keeping 500 ecamels at a camp
it a very difficult one, and that it wounld
take white stoekmen ail their time to do
it. I am certain that unpaid and unfed
Afghan camel drivers have no possible
chanee of keeping ihese eawels on the
country where the Government say they
are quarantined. The propesition is
ridieulous, as is the position of the Gov-
ernment and thenr officers who fell us
that these camels are quarantined, not-
withstanding the fact that the beasts
are there in unfenced country with only
Afghans to look after them. This is
one of the most disgraceful things that
bas ever occurred in Austrabia. Dr.
Burton, the resident mmagistrate. gave us
the assorance that he would take all the
responsibility, while Mr. Despeissis, who
has the tived feeling, said that he would
see about it in a day or two. Sorely
these people want dealing with. Again
we bave stock inspeetor Weir who says
that they are not cattle tick. And he is
the man who is appointed by this State
to look after the stock and has some
milions of pounds worth of cattle under
his charge. All I ean say is that I
would not allow him to look after a
kangaroo pup of mine. I would expeect
to see him, if he is like the rest of the
department, eome along two days after
the pup had died of starvation with a
tin of milk in hand and a weary look in
hizs eye. Then there is the Premier—he
promised they would not be allowed to
land, and his action amounts to a hreach
of faith, [The Premier: What promise
was that?] That you would stop the
camels from landing. [The Premier:
They are in quarantine.] Yes, in Pil-
barra wost of them. Then there is stock
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inspeetor Ranford ; his position is an
impossible vne. He is an old man and
poerly paid ; and with the ragging he is
likely to wet from his department, which
cannot run & niotor ear without smashing
it up in a wire fence, it is impossible
to expect that he would have heen able
to do mueh else. In sueh ecircumstances
there was ne hope that he would be able
to deal with the matter properly. He
did thte same as the vest of them, and no
doubt was acting aceording to the in-
structions of the chief apologist and said
that there was absolutely no danger. We
have been told from beginning to end
of the whole affair that there was no
danger. Again we have Dr. Cleland,
and he also assured us that there was no
danger. These gentlemen certainly are
not the people whom we ean trust to
control sueh a zveat industry as this.
One word for the police. They appear
to me to he the only men in the various
Government departments who knew their
duty. When they saw the camels land-
ing they knew what the tick was and
stopped them, and it is a lasting dis-

arace to  this State that the resi-
dent magisirate should have been
50 un - Australian as  to  show

his pro-Asiatie feelings tn such an ex-
tent as to override the police in a matter
ot sueh serious consequences to the State.
Farther, with regmrd to the policemen.
T think the bush policemen of this State
a hodv of men of whom, taking them
as an averave, the State might well be
proud. In any action they have to take
with regard to stock and matters of this
sort these inen always exhibit sound com-
man setnse, and the Government might well
back uip any decision they eome to pend-
ing farther ingniries. There is another
inatter concerniny these camels to which
I should like to refer, and that is with
veward {o the fanding of the Afghans
and Dr. Burton's connection with that
affair.  Before going farther I would
like to =ay that I do not desire to com-
ment upon lbraham Mahomet’s conduet,
for he is now travelling North wnder ar-
rest and I do not desire to prejudice his
case; but T would point out that when
he arrived he lLad permission for one
month te land 48 Asiatics; of this num-
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ber of men 47 failed to pass the educa-
tion test, and the South British Com-
pany bad o put up -ecurity that they
would relurn in one month’s time.  These
Indians had an agreemrent which was
siuned in India for an eneagement of three
years' work in Mustralia, but when they
landed at P:rt Hedland they found that
the agreaimment was no wood whatever, and
they wot another one. The following is
an extract from the Hedland .ldvocate,
dated July Gch, 1907 :—

“Mahomet’s men struck wark short-
he after landing, as they had in India
eontracted to work in Australia for
Mahomet for three years, spd lemrned
m Hedland that sueh contracts were
useless.  Mahemet got Dr. Burton,
R.AL, &0 intervene, and after fresh
coniraets (whiehh Mahoimet had brought
with him printed in anticipation) were
signed, the men were induced to go
to work.’

Dr. Burton, by his action in this matter,
deliberately eountenaneed an agreement
which was illegal; he, as a magistrate,
must know the Commonwealth law with
regard to prohibited immigrants. Ile
knew of his own knowledge that the
Afghans did not pass the eduecation test,
and therefore would not be allowed to
remain in the State for more than a
month; and yet, knowing this, he ar-
ranged an agreement for them to work
for three years, and, I helieve, witnessed
the agreement. To allow Dr. Burten to
remain one hour longer in his present
position is a menaee to the administra-
tion of justice in this State. This i1s the
case I have to put before this House, and
surely it requires ne farther words of
mine to emphasise the seriousness of the
position. I contend that the position
speaks for itself, and fairly howls for
the punishment of those who have been
guilty of introducing this scourge into
our State. I move that the House do
now adjourn.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
I have not had an opportunity of perus-
ing the various files of the newspapers
to which the hon. member has referred
during this discussion, but I will endea-
vour, as far as possible, to put the House
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in possession of the facts of the ease as
revealed i me by ihe files of the depart-
utent. During last vear representations
were made to the Government as to the ad-
vigability of allowing certain additiunal
camels to be iinported into the State. Tt
was pointed out that, in view of the fact
that the camels at present in the State
were held practically by a small number
of people, there was a pessibility that
those people trading to the inland gold-
fields and who owned the limited number
pf camels would, by virtwe of baving
practieally a monopoly, charge very
heavy rates for the earriage of goods
from the coast. An applicalion was made,
by Ibraham Mahomet who aslked, through
his solicitors, that 500 camels should be
allowed to be introduced. [Afr. John-
son : Were his arguments solely that it
would result in the public good ?] The
question was discussed in Cabinet, and
the matter was referred to the Minister
for Agrieulture to see if it would not be
possible to adopt some scheme whereby
additional eamels might be brought into
the State ; not necessarily from outside
of Australia. It was pointed out that
the Mines Departmment, when requiring
camels, had to pay through the nose for
them. After giving the matter consider-
ation it was decided that permission
should be given, and accordingly last year
the existing regulations were amended so
as to provide that certain eamels might
be introdueced, so long as they were not
brought below a certain degree of latitude
~the 25th parallel—and a clean certifi-
cate was given at the port of embarkation.
The regulation under which the camels
were allowed to be introduced is as
follows :—

“IWhereas by a vegulation made
under ‘The Stock Diseases Aet, 1885/
and published in the. Government
Gazette on the 21st day of July, 1905,
the importation of any stock from
any country or place other than from
the United Kingdom, the States of
the Commonwealth, and the Colony
of New Zealand was prohibited. And
whereas by the said Act it is provided
that the Governor may from time to
time, by Order in Couneil, exempt
such stock as he may think fii from
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the operations of any of the provisions
thereof, either by generie or particu-
lar deseription : Now therefore I,
the said Governor, with the adviee of
the Exeeuntive Council, do hereby ex-
empt camels from the operations of
the said Regulation as from the 1st
day of Oectober, 1906, provided that
such camels shall not be landed or
brought farther South than the 25th
parallel of South latitude within the
State of Western Avstralia; provided
also that such camels shall be subject
to the Repulations under ‘ The Stock
Diseases Act, 1905 made on the
24th day of September, 1902, and
published in the Gorernment Gazette
on the 25th day of September, 1902;
and for the purposes of the importa-
tion of camels hereunder Regulation
No. 3 of the said Regulations made
on the 24th day of September, 1902,
shall be read as if the ports therein
ennmerated were Cossack and Port
Hedland, and no others.”

1 would like to emphasise the fact that

that regulation was altered to allow of

any person importing eamels, and not
as the hon. member has said, that a con-
cession was made to these people. On
the 1st November last the member for

Muvchison asked certain questions in

the Honse and I gave certain informa-

tion, which is evidence that this altera-
tion. was not made for the purpose of

any particnlar individual, but. was a

general regulation, and we had power

under the Aet to make the regulation.

Due notification was given. The mem-

ber asked the question, * Whether appli-

cation has been made for permission fo
import 500 camels and 30 eamel drivers

(or any portion of same) into this

State?” I replied, “ Yes” The hon.

member then asked, “If so {a) by

whom; (b) from what place?”™” I re-
plied, “ (a) A. Mahomet, H. Nathan,

and the Dastageers Syndicate per 0. D,

Sockhia; () Avrabia India; not

stated.” The member also usked,

“\Whether permission has been granted %7

And the reply was, “ As the importa-

tion of camels is allowed, subject to the

regulation under the Stock Act, duly
referred to in the Order in Council pub-
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lished in the Government Gazette of
22nd June, 1906, no specific permissiomw
is required or has been given, The per-
mission to import drivers is a Common-
wealth matter.” The hon, member far-
ther asked, “If not, whether it was the
intention of the Government to grant
such permission?” And the reply was,
“ Answered by No. 3" I should like to
draw the attention of members to the-
fact that this regulation was applicable:
to anyone desirous of importing camels.

Mr. Bath : What do the regulations
preseribe at the port of disembarkation?
What restrictions do they imply9? What
did the Stock Department have to carry
out?

The PREMIER: The same regulations.
that prevail in any other port, that is
to say the stoek were not allowed to
leave the quarantine gronnd. In regard
to the question brought up as to the
action taken by the police and the vesi-
dent magistrate, T would like to read
for the information of members some
telegrams showing the action that was
taken by me when the matter was brought
under my notiece. Mr. Underwood wrote:
2 letter to me, at the same time——

My, Underwood: Forwarded this tele-
gram.

The PREMIER :The member for Pil--
barra wrote a letter to me, drawing my
attention to the fact of the camels being
quarantined at Port Hedland, at the same-
time that the startling newspaper para-
graph was bronght nnder my notice. It
came out on the Saturday evening, and
I saw it late on that evening. The next
morning I went to the telegraph office
and asked whether it was possible for-
me to get into direct communiecation with
the authority at Port Hedland, as I was
desirous of satisfying myself whether
there was any truth in what had been
brought ander my notice in the news-
paper. After some delay I was enabled
to make arrangements for Dr. Burten to-
be in the telegraph office at the other
end on Sunday morning at 11 o’cloek.
The hon. member has referred to the fact
that some wires were withheld; but here
are the pencil memos which I wrote for
the telegraph clerk, and any member will
have the opportunity if he is desirous of
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seeing every word. I sent the following
wire to D, Burton:—

“Wire last night’s paper stales
camels sent to-day fo only camping
ground available for traders stock
seven miles on Bar road; jeity literally
eovered with tiek, and where camels
camped last night strewn with tick.
Is there any semblance truth this
statement?  What steps taken disin-
feet jetty 9"

Mr. Scaddan: Did you expeet him to
plead guilty?

The PREMIER: He was not charged
with anything. He replied :—

“After cawels gone, carefully in-
spected jetty and camping ground; no
nne single tick found. Canels under
ware police, who are keeping them
away from ordinary camel tracks. All
precautions taken. Safely say not a
single word of truth in statement.”

I wired Dr. Burton the following:—

“Are you aware whether owner has
vlean certificate from Government vet-
-evinary officer at port shipment? Rely
«n you take every precaution seecnre
complete segregation.  This is your
authoriy to Ineur any necessary ex-
penditure.  Newspaper report states
that on landing first three camels yes-
terday (Friday) police discovered each
animal to be covered with tick similar
to cattle tick.  These tiek have eight
legs, three on each side and two in
front, while some are half an ineh
long.”

He replied :—

“Shippers presented certificate signed
by veterinary surgeon in charge at
Kurrachi declaring camels sonnd and
healthy.”

A duly qualified surgeon,
"The telegram goes on :—

“ Feasible that they got tick, admit-
ting that it is tick, from hay on voyage.
Many bales landed. Taking steps to
clean jetty and quarantine hay also.”

My, Johnson : Why is he cleaning the
Jjetty when he states in a previous wire
that there was no tick 7

The PREMIER : Because it was neces-
.sary to take every precaution,

remember.
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Mr. Collier : He stated in a previous
teleeram 1t was not tick at all,
The PREMIER: I wired as follows:—

“ Experienced stock-owners declare it
to be trme tick, of which many residents
procured bottles of samples. Under-
stand MeGregor’s country not gazeited
a quarantine area. Forward informa-
tion by wire necessary to locate ground
and boundaries of area ; will then have
quarantine ground gazetted.”

Dr. Burton replied :—

“First eamels landed presented a
few tick neighbourhood udders. Resi-
dent Afghans called me from deck ship
and I inspected them ; police inspected
them later. I believed it right, ship-
pers holding Government permission to
land, that landing should not be de-

layed, and that proper segregation
methods would bhe sufficient to confine
disease.”
Then in order that every precaution

should be taken and that I might be satis-
fied as to what was being done, T wired to
Dr. Burton as follows :—

“ Arrunge secure slides tick blood ;
forward Clelland, Government Baeteri-
ologist, for examination. If you have
no slides, will forward ‘Burrumbeet’
Tuesday.”

There is nothing farther in the wires of
interest at this stage. Surely this is
evidence that the Government realised
that it was a very serious question, and
it was absolutely essential that every pre-
cauation should be taken. I do not think
any member e¢an say that the Government,
when the matter was brought under their
notice, did not take every care, as far as
any ordinary person could take, to see
that proper precautions were taken. And
the Resident Magistrate was given every

.opportunity, a free hand in regard to

expense. to see that there was complete
segregation.  (Interjection.) He maiu-
tained, as he has done right through, that
these tick which were on the camels were
not what is known as the cattle tick.
That is the reason I sent the slides up,
so that we should have an opportunity
of making a bacteriological examination.
If the Governmeni were not willing to
find ont the trulh, they would not have
taken the trouble to send up the slides.
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We were as desirouns as members oppo-
site of seeing that the country was free
from tick. We have our interests here,
and if there is any negligence in the
Stock Department the Government will
not protect the officers. In the inter-
view referred to by the hon. member, I
said I considered an officer of the Stock
Department guilty of gross negligence,
and I telephoned to the Minister that T
intended fo have an inguiry held
without delay. On the Monday follow-
ing this Sunday that I had spent in
sending wires to Pilbarra while there are
officers in the departmeni to look after
these watters. I reported the matter to
the Public Serviee Commissioner. and
Mr, Weir was eensured. Before the in-
quiry was held this officer had secured
leave of absence; as a matter of fact he
hiad zot warried, and was away before
any aetion bad been taken. We have
not finished the inquiry in connection
with the matter, but T want to get on to
the important matter referred to by the
hon. member. \While this was going on
1 veceived o letter from a friend of mine
i Nalal, and he advised me to he very
careful as to any importation of stock
into Western Australia. [Mr. Johnson:
I told you that last year.] This gentie-
man is experienced in this matter, and
is epeaking from experience gained in
that particular colony. where every dis-
ense in stock in existence is prevalent.
He siated it wenld be very necessary in
the case of importing any stoek, more
especially from Aden or any ports in
the neichbovrhood of the Red Sea, to
ser that therve was no likelihood of im-
perfiny couels with the drevded dizeuse
“sorra Quile receniby, as the result
of the examination made, and the ex-
aminations I may here say were dJelayved
to seme extent, that is  the hacterio-
logical examinations of the cultures were
delaved owing to the outbreak of diph-
theria in Perth elaiming Th, Cleland’s
attention; and when it came to examin-
ing the slides, after eramining =ome 50
he found twn of the slides that gave evi-
dence apparently of some signs of try-
pancsames. T helieve that is a peculiar
micro-organism. and ane of the peenliar
phases of fhis trypanosomes in cmnels
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when they arve affected with it, is that
o certain disease known as surra hreaks
out. Immediately this was reparted to
the Government, Dr. Cleland stated that
he was not satisfied that it was trypano-
somiasis, but that under microseopic ex-
amination the appeavance of these mi-

crobes somewhat resembled this par-
ticular disease. It was then decided by
the Government, to make assurance

doubly sure, to send Dr. Cleland without
delay to Port Hedland, aceompanied by
Myr. Giles, an entomologist, one of the
officinls of the Zoological Gardens. We
wired to the various States asking
whether they ltad made any examinations
in regord to this partieular disease, and
they said none had heen made. I may
say that prior to this, as a result of a
disenssion at the Premiers’ Conference
in Brisbane, when the whole matter was
diseussed by the Premiers, and it was de-
cided we would all come to the one de-
cision, nomely to prohibit the importa-
tion of any stock whatever from outside
Australia; and as a result of that de-
cision the regulation then in foree allow-
ing the importation of stock was ecan-
celled. [Afr. Jokuson: Did vou agree to
the proposal at Brishane?] I objected
in the first instance, but after discuss-
ing the whole guestion I said that there
was no reason why we shonld not fall
into line.

Mr. Johnson: Then you eommitted an
error of judgment previously in allow-
ing these camels Lo eome in.

The PREMIER: After making every
examination and being assured by our
authorities that there would be no dan-
ser, providine the quarantine regula-
tions were enfureed, that is the 40 days,
it was simply a question of our eonsider-
ing that we were justified in intraducing
these cawels, as we might be in introdue-
ing stock from the ald country under the
same repulations. There are objee-
tions to importing stock from the old
eonntry.  Quite recently objection was
taken by varvious Stales to some bulls
imported just Lefore the last agriend
tural show. They objected that our-
term of quarantine was too short. It is
a matter of judgment between the offi
cials of the various States as to whether
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40 days or a few day= longer are suffi-
cient for quarantine. [Interjection by
Ar. Bolton.] The camels are in guar-
antine at present. [3r. Bolton : With
no fence.] The member for Pilbarra
spoke of how impossible it was for 50
men to eope with 500 eamels, but from
my own experience they should look.
after them without any trouble. We
can only go on the reports of the officers
as to what has been done. The hon.
member referred to the faet that Mr.
Ranford was an elderly man and pos
sibly could not carry ent his duties.

Mr. Underwood: 1 said he was not
backed up by his department.

The PREMIER: He was supported
hy his department.  Any member of a
Government staft who cares to bring a
matter before his Minister will be sup-
ported. What object have the Ministry
in infesting this ecountry with tiek or
any plague? [Iuterjections from La-
bour members. ]

Ay, Speaker: T must ask the member
for Mt. Marearet to be a little moderate
in hiz interjections. It is most unfair
to anv speaker to have a dozen at a
time interjecting, and it is unfair to
other members who wish to hear what
the hon. member speaking bhas to say.

Mr. Taylor: With all due respeet, I
am not a dozen.

Mr. Speaker : 1 am quite aware of
that, but T ask the hon. member to bhe
as moderate as possible, and to give the
hon. member speaking an oppoertunity
of making bLis speeeh.

The PREMIEH : Mr. Ranford wived
on the 23rd Mareh:—

AU came's er ss fCentury’ in

quarantine.  No sign of any disease
in stock. I have not seen any flies.

There are some hot-flies in the country,

but T have not seen them; only from

reports.’’
Dr. Cleland in his report on this disease
states that he bad examined 50 of the
slides with bleod smears taken hy Dr.
Burton in Mareh, and found two micro-
organisms called trypanosomes. whieh,
on scientific investization are found to
he comnected with the disease called in
India “swira” Dr. Cleland explained
that these trypmiosomes are common in
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some countries among eattle and horses,
and that they are offen transmiited
from sick or infected animals to others
by biting flies. Dr. Cleland wired with
a view of oltaining information in re-
gard to these flies, and the telegram I
have read he received in reply. I am
not going to say that the offieial T re-
ferred to in the Stock Department ecar-
ried out his duties as he should have
done; but at the same time I do not see
why the whole of the department should
be blamed for the fact that one officer
did not take the necessary steps to have
his inspeetsr there in time. As a mat-
ter of fact, it the inspector had been
there it would net have made any dif-
ference. {Mr. Bolton : Not while Dr.
Burton was there.] Mr. Ranford is sup-
poesed to be a man to be relied un, and
he says the cattle ave free from tick and
disease. Whom are we to believe?

Mr. Bolton: Dr. Burton said that the
first few had tiek on them.

The PREJMIER : But afterwards he
diagnosed and found them not to be
diseased. This officer was sent to make
an examination, and Mr. Ranford con-
firmed Dr. Burton’s statement. 1 do nat
know that we eculd take any action far-
ther than we have done at present. T say
that if that man had gone up there it did
not matter what inspector went up he
would not have been in a position to
know whether these camels were infected.
lt was the precaution the Government
took to obiuin slides so that cultures
could be made that enahled the depart-
ment fo ascertain whether there was a
possibility of surra.  Other camels in
the State ore to he examined, and there
is a possibitity that soie of them may
be affected in a simitar way. What ]
realty want te emphasize iz the faet that
even had the inspector hesn there, it
would not have made any difference. The
Chief Stock Inspector's neglect was in
net having the quarantine ground pre-
pared for the eamels. [1ir. Underwsod:
Whose fanlt was that?] I say it was
the fault of the professional head of the
Stock Depavtment, because the quarantine
ground shavld have heen in readiness
prior to the arrival of the steamer, in-
stead of mnking an endeavour to secure
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that island which it was afterwards found
was not suitable—for what reason I do
not know; perhaps the hon. merber can
inform me?

Mr. Underwood : They eould not get
to it, and the water supply is not good.

The PREMIER : 'Then it was neces-
sary for me to wire to Dr. Burton to
make arrvangements for the other guaran-
tine station, and at the same time to wire
and instruet him how to deseribe the
quarantine station in order that the area
could he gazetted. I say I recognise that
the officer 1 have referred to was to
blame, and [ took the necessary steps
provided under the Public Service Act
to make charges against him, and an in-
quiry was held by the Public Service
Comnissioner. With regard to the last
statement made by the hon. member in
reference to what appeared in the papers
a few days ago, which I have not seen
but which he read, I can only say that
we will make every investigation iuto
them. Dr. Cleland has gone up there and
he has been instructed to make every
possible investigation. The private wive
the hon. member read, I believe, was from
a gentleman named Mr. Barker, who is,
I undeystand, partuer with a gentleman
who is the owner of a considerable num-
ber of camels.

Mr. Underwood: T have no knowledge
of that myself and I think the Premier
15 “'l'Ol'.lg.

The PREMIER : Do I understand
the hon, member to say that Mr. Snell
was not in partnership with Mr. Barker?

Mr. Underwood : Yes.

The PREMIER : 1 accept that assur-
anece, but I understood that he was a
camel proprietor and that, as a rival
trader, it was to his interest to get the
other camels out of the market. I have
nothing farther to add exeept in con-
clusion te say that if hon. members look
at the matter fairly they will recognise
that the Government have done all they
possibly ean to prevent the spread of
any disease. The esmels, as far as we
know, are in quaranfine. We have the
assurance of the officers that they are
there now. They have heen there for
practically three months. We bave also
his assurance that there is no outbreak
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of tick on the ecamels in the district at
all.  Oun the one hand we have that
evidence from the stock inspector; and
on the other hand, we liave the evidence
of interested parties that there is tick
there, but the only man who ean make
a proper examination and report is the

.man we have sent up to Pilbarra, that is

Dr. Cleland.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
regard to this matter. the Prewmier has
not touched the spot in rvegard to
the importation of these e¢amels and
also the question as to where the
blame should be allotted.  When
one reads the partieulars given by
the member for Pilbarra, the pro-
ceedings taken right throughout in
connection with the importation of
these camels remind one rather of some
comic opera performance more than of
the performance of those charged with
the duty of preventing our stock from
the possibility of disease coming from
abroad; and if it were not for the
seriousness of the position and the men-
ace to the stock-owners in that district,
one could afford to laugh at the absurd
precantions taken by the local represen-
tatives of the Government when the
danger first faced the stock-owners
there, and at the way in which they
have carefully avoided any proper steps
in order to proteet the stock-owners in
that district. The Premier has said
that the permission to import these
eamels from India under certain regu-
lations was given becanse the Govern-
ment considered that the camels were
beld in the hands of a few monopolists
in that distriec€ who were enabled to
exact exorbitant charges for the car-
riage of goods and material; but the
Premier most assuredly knew that in
South Australia there was an opportu-
nity of securing camels, that they have
been brought over through Eucla, Norse-
man, and Dundas, and that many of
those camels from South Australia have
been taken to the very district about
which the member for Pilbarra has
spoken; and that if there was any de-
sire to break up a monopoly, the Gov-
ernment could have ingisted that eamels
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shoutd be brought from South Australia,
with the ecertain confidence that they
would be free from disease. We all
know that India and other Asiatic
countries are not only the breeding-
gronnds of  dangerous  infectious
diseases which affect human beings,
baf that from their disregard of the
Iaws of health and of ordinary safe-
guards they are the breeding-grounds of
serions stoek diseases; and from the
very time when it was proposed to in-
troduce these camels, those charged with
the administration of the law should
have known and recognised this faet.
While blame may he attachable to the
officers of the departments, Ministers
charged with the control of those de-
partments cannot escape their share of
the re¢ponsibility. The Honorary Min-
ister has practically assumed contvel of
the Department of Agriculture, which
ineludes the Stoek Department. The
Minister takes eredit here for what his
supporters alleze to be acts for the
benefit of the agricultural industry,
and he must also take the blame, if
biame is attachable, for neglect which
involves a menace to the stock-owners
of this State. The Honorvary Minister
was a member of the Cabinel at that
time, and he must have known that
there was considerable risk in allowing
those camels to be introduced. We are
told that the importation was per-
miited subject fo the Order-in-Council
and to the regulations under the Stock
Act. But the question arises, who was
on the spot fo see that these regula-
tions were enforced? There was no
professional member of the staff of
the Stock Department ; and it seems to
me that the only person to administer
the regulations and safeguard the people

of Port Hedland against the im-
poriation of  diseased stock was
Dr.  Burton, the resident magis-
itrate.  And if one peruses the

records not only with regard fo the stock
hut as to the manner in which the laws
have been defied, by allowing Afghans
to land and remain, one must conclude
that Dr. Burton was not interested in
seeing that the proper safeguards were
enforced; for we have it clearly proved

[24 Jory, 1907.]

Camels Imporited. 431
that he went behind the Commonwealth
Act, and permitted contraets to be signed
which absolutely broke the Federal law.
Therefore, in failing to see that proper
steps were taken after permission was
given to land those camels, not only are
the Stock Department responsible but
we must hold the Honorary Minister con-
trolling the department equally respon-
sible, and in ecomwnon with him the mem-
bers of the Cabinet ; and I say, when
we know that we can get camels from
South Australia, feeling assured that
they are clean— [The Treasurer: How{]
—by the knowledge we have of the ad-
ministration of the Stock Act of Souih
Australin—{The Treasurer: Such ex-
aminations are never made there]—and
also the faet that camels have been
brought through from South Australia,
and are now in the Nor'-West, and that
those camels were free from tick until
these 500 ecamels were imported from
India; and if that is not conclusive, I
should like to know what would be. These
camels are allowed to come in; and
the police, desirous of seeing that the in-
terests of the people arve safeguarded,
take action; but the resident magistrate
deliberately steps in and orders that safe-
guards shall not be taken and that the
stock must be allowed to land. I say
there is sufficient evidence that Dr. Bur-
ton was not competent, and that he had
not the interests of the people at heart;
Lbe had evidently some sympathy with
those who were importing the camels—
an Asiatic sympathy. And yet we are
assured thai there is no room for censure;
there is no reason for the matter being
brought up by the mewmber for Pilbarra,
because, whom were the Government to
rely on? They had to rely on this Dr,
Burton; and knowing from experience
of his action in this matter, we should
like to know what action he has taken
in previous matters in the interests of
the people. That the members of the
Cabinet must have recognised there was
some risk in importing these stock is
shown by the fact that they say, “These
camels must not be introduced farther
south than the 253th paraliel of south

latitude.” Evideutly they were taking
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care to safeguard the southern portion
of ilie State; but on the other hand the
camels were permitied to he landed in
a distriect where the stock-owners have
hiz interests, whieh interests should be
nroteeted as fully as the interests of
those farther sonth should be protected
and were proteeted under this Order-in-
Council. The camels were brought into
the State and allowed to range over what
is called the quarantine ground, but
where, evidently, from the information
to hand, the possibility of infection is
great; and after the damage was done,
action was taken by the Government,
‘Chere is no doubt, judging by the wires
sent from Perth, an effort was made, but
evidently too late, to ascertain what the
trouble really was; but there can he no
gainsaying the fact that these steps were
taken after the possihility of infection
had been ineurred by the people in the
Nor-West. And when we read the latest
information as to the manner in which
stock are affected, the manner in which
hitherto elean stock and “eamels have been
infected with the tick, we can see how
serions is the danger to the stock-owners
in that district. And this is not the first
time that the interests of agriculturists
and pastoralists in this State have been
menaced and serionsly menaced by the
negligence of the Stock Department.
Through the dilatoriness shown in the
constiuction of the rabbit-proof fence
the rabbits got behind that fence.

Mr. Gordon : The hon. member is now
talking about the rabbit-procf fence.
This is a question of camel tick. We
shall probably have him next on sheep
tick. I think he is out of order. The
guestion has reference to tick on camels
at Pilbarra.

Mr. Bath : I am using an illustration
to show the incapacity of the Stock De-
partment, which confrols these matters.

AUr. Speaker : 1 have paid great aiten-
tion to the hon. member's speech, and T
hold that be is justified in referring to
the rabbit-proof fence.

Mr. BATH : I was only pointing out
the necessity for stricter supervision, be-
cause by the neglect of the same depart-
ment the State was previonsly involved
in heavy expenditure on another rabbit-
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proof fence. On that oceasion an officer
of the department, in the discharge of
his duty, and with the knowledge of the
risk we were running through the in-
vasion of the rabhits—an officer who was
to a large extent a rough bushman—ex-
pressed his feelings perhaps not quite so
courteously as he might have done had be
been schooled in town ; and he was made
the scapegoat for the Stock Department,
and had to sever his eonnection with the
Department of Agriculture, with the re-
sult that the eountry was involved in the
expense of the second line of rabbit-
proof fence. Here we are facing exactly
a similar position on the question of tick
in the Pilbarra distriet. Not only has
there been negleet and ineapacity on the
part of the Stock Department, but neglect
of the interests of the stock-owners on
the part of the Honorary Minister who
controls that department. There 1is
ample evidence, not only in what the
Premier said but in what the member for
Pilbarra has brought forward, for siriet
inquiry inte the conduet of Dr. Burton,
the resident magistrate in -that distriet,
and I hope that enquiry will be set on
foot at the earliest possible moment.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :
As the Honorary Minister does not rise
to proteet his department, it may be well
for someone from the Opposition side to
throw a little more light on the subject.
For a number of years the introduetion
of camels to Western Australia bas been
a serious question. Seven years ago I
took up the agitation against the intro-
duction of camels ; and the present mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Tllingworth),
then member for Cune, will recollect the
cireumstances. I hold that the blame for
the introduetion of these camels rests not
on the Stock Department but on
the Goveriment, for altering the regula-
tions to allow the camels to be introduced
at a time when it was not necessary to
have a farther importation of camels to
the State. I have a thorough knowledge
of what T am talking about. 1 bave in
my possession letters frem three or four
large camel-owners in Western Australia,
whicl prove beyond doubt that they could
have supplied the Neor’-\West with some
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hundreds of eamels had work been there
for the camels te do ; and farther, I have
also inforraation from South Australia
which leads me to believe that were it
necessary some 400 or 500 cameis eouid
have been seut from that State to Western
Australia if there was work for them fo
do. T brought this forward last session,
when protesting against the introduction
of the camels that have caused the pre-
sent trouble. At that time the Minister
for Mines (Hon. H, Gregory) could only
rvemark that if the people in question
were not allowed to introdnee those
camels, the cost of bringing camels from
South Australia woudd bhe too heavy.
But I ask members, would it not have
heen better to pay more for camels than
to flocd the country with disease 2 I
maintain there is a possibility that this
outbreak, if it is nearly so serious as the
debate to-night would lead us to believe,
may cost Western Australia some thou-
sands and perhaps hundreds of thousands
of pounds before the diseases are eradi-
cated, if they can be eradieated at all. I
should like to know how it was possible
for Abraham Mahomet to get permission
to land those camels. It has been said
that the permission was made general ;
but I know that when the permission was
given Mr. Abraham Mahomet got a long
start of all others who were applying
for permission to introduce camels. The
Gazette notice in question appears in
June ; and I note that all these Gazette
notices appear at a time when Parliament
was not sitting.

The Treasurer : Parliament sat within
a few weeks afterwards.

Mr. HOLMAN : Yes; but it was for
some time impossible to get any informa-
tion as to the importation of these camels,
until a man bad left for India and was
buying them in that eountry.

The Treasurer : At any time last se:-
sion you could have elicited the infor-
mation.

At 6.135, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. HOTLMAXN (continuing) : It
would be interesting to know what syn-
dicate was baeking up this gentleman who
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obtained permission to bave eamels
landed in the State. When I first
heard thai camels were to be intro-
duced, I took the enrliest steps T conld
to try and prevent it. With {hat ob-
jeet i view I askedl the Premier on the
1st November of last year. certain ques-
tions, and we found at that time there
were several applications for the intro-
duction of camels, Following on that
I dealt wiih the matter farther on the
28th Navember, when [ moved for the
production of papers in  econnection
with the intreduction of the eamels.
My reason for deing this was in the
best interests of the people of Western
Australia, for we had reason to regret
permission being given to land camels
previously. The person to whom per-
mission was said to have been given was
Faiz Mahomed, and the fact that per-
missicn  was given has cost Western
Anstralia a considerable sum of money.
I would like to know why any move-
ment was made to give farther per-
migsion for the introduction of camels
when they were not required. Nine or
ten months ago there may have been a
lack of teams in the North-West to do
the earmying, and that faet was brought
ahout by a few new shows opening up
in the North-West, but from informa-
tion 1 have gained from people in that
part of the eowntry I tind that several
teams left that part of the country be-
cause fhere was nn work for them fo
de. [ eould produce letters showing
that there were plenty of camels to go
to the North-West. The Government
very wrongly gave permission beeause
camels were not required, and the per-
son who could land 300 camels in West-
ern Australia was really given the right
to make a profit of about £10,000. I
hronght the matler before the House last
November when T showed plainly the
erave danger of a drveaded scourge being
introduced into Western Australia. We
have to blame the introduction of
Asiatics into Western Australia for the
bubonie plague which we had here. At
the time I spoke of the matter previous-
ly it was not the guestion of tick that
troubled me muech, becanse we had had
tiek camels in Western Australia for
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the last 14 years, so it was said.
Whether that is so or not I am not
able to prove. But the tick question
did not trouble me, it was the intro-

duction of diseases which always
follew upon the introduction of
Asiaties into any eountry. When I

spoke on the 28th November, the Min-
ister of DBines made ecertain interjee-
tions as to the price of camels, bui, as
I stated then, I knew there was suffi-
cient ecamels in the country without
buying more. I pointed out that al-
though the Government had decided
that the cancellation of the regulation
should not affect places south of lati-
tude 25, that would allow camels to be
landed at Carnarvon, and it would only
mean a week or fwo for camels to come
to the Murehison or any other part of
the State. We have heard already
that some of these camels are travel-
ling to other portions of the State. The
Minister for Mines at the time I am
speaking of stated ithai camels were
badly required, but the informaiion T
had told me that there were plenty of
camels here. I said the same thing
six or seven years ago when an at-
tempt wasg made to introduce caels
into the State. On November 28, 1906,
when speaking on this question, I
said :—

“ Camels were not required be-
cause we had sufficient in this State
at that time. The introduction of
camels from India might involve this
State in cousiderable trouble, such
as we had in the past, namely, an
outbreak of bubonic plague.’’

I went on to say:—

“We knew Asiatic countries were
overrun with plague, and there was
more danger of introducing it from a
eonntry lixe that than from other
places. When we introduced ecamels
into the country they breught a cer-
tain amount of bhapggage, outfit, ete,
and perhaps the plague germs were
amongst it. And they brought prov-

ender to the eountry which brought’

the rats along. We bhad everything
to do with fodder, with the quaran-
tining of camels, with the examina-
tion of them when they landed, and
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with not allowing tbemn to eome inte
the country until they were thoroughly
clean. The question whether the Fed-
eral Government had to do with the
examination of camels brought into
the country was another matter alto-
gether. Permission to introduce cam-
els from abroad should not have been
granted.”
I pointed that out strongly and the Pre-
mier in reply stated that there was a
necessity for camels in the far North.
This is what the Premier said:—

“We went into the matter tho-
roughly, and le thought that if the
lton. member pernsed the file he would
be satisfied that every precaution was:
taken as regarded inspection before
the camels left India, and provision
was made that they shonld only be
exported from elean ports.”

He farther said they wounld have to be
quarantined, eteelera, but the Premier
kas not carvied out that promise be-
cause Kwmmrachi has, not been a clean
port for a nuber of years, in fact it
was the outbreak of bubonie plague in
Kurrachi in 1900 which prevented the
introduction of camels from that port
at that time. When I knew of the
introduction of camels into Western Aus-
tralia under certain conditions. I at once
saw that the person who had secured
this advantage would make a profit of
about £10,000. I think there should be
some striet inquiry into the matter, and
why permission was given to bring these
camels in. Memhers who were in the
House at the time I am going to speak of
will know that when Mr. Moran sat in
the Assembly and was in charge of one
of the departments, he was offered a
bribe of £1,000 to allow of the introduu-
tion of eamels into Western Australia.
At that time, or soon afterwards, per-
mission was granted. It is all very fine
for us to deal with a question like this
from certain points of view, but we must
deal with the question for the good of the
country and not for the benefit of the
individual. Grave error must have besn
committed by some member of the Gov-
ernment or by the Stoek Department,
and those responsible for the introdue-
fion of those ramels into Western Aus-
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tralia have a lot to answer for. So far
as the reports in the Press are concerned
it would seem that the camels have intro-
duced into Western Australia a disease
that may cost this country a considerable
simn of money hefore it is wiped oul.
In the vear 1900, Mr. Moran was in a
.certain position, and a gentleman offeret
him £1,000 to grant the permission which
has now been granted by the present
‘Government.

The Treasurer : Were not the camels
landed on that oceasion ?

Mr. HOLMAN : No, they were not.

The Treasurer : You will find that par-
mission was given and then eancelled.

Mr. HIOLMAN : No permit was given
-owing to the action taken by myself. I
obtaned some letters from Kurrachi sent
to a person on the Murchison, and I sent
these letters to TPerth, and aetion was
taken that prevented the camels leaving
Kurrachi. Afterwards I sat on the select
committee which inquired into the matter
and we proved, in my opinion, that there
was no written permission.

My. @Gordon : The hon. member has
stated—and I sat on that same committee
—that it was proved to his own idea that
a certain thing took place. If the hon.
member wishes to quote the report of
that select committee he must quote the
decision as a whole.

Mr. HOLMAN : I am going to quots
the opinions of the majority of the mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly at that
time. We decided that Faiz Mabomed
bad no claiins on the Government, and
the majority of the members far and
above the select committee decided that.
Here the question which was fought to
the very end ; an effort was mmade to
secure some compensation for iahomed
but the Assembly refused. I have been
informed since that some compensation
was granted by the Government.

Mr. Gordon: T sat on that committee,
and so far as I know, no Covernment
doring wmy experience gave enmpensation,
The Government of the day and the
Parliament of the day endorsed the re-
ecommendations of the seleet ecomruiliee.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. wember is
justified in quoting speeches made pre-
viously to this session. Althongh the
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motion confines itself to camel tick and
other diseases in the Pilbarra distrief,
it is within the scope of the hou. member
to refer to what has happened in the
past in regard to tiek catile and what
action was taken by the Administration.

Mr. Johnson : Is there no limit to the
continned interruption of members? The
member for Canning has interrupted, I
helieve, twenty times to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry to say
there is no fixed limit, T may also remark
that the hon. member has himself very
often interrupted.

Mr. HOLMAN: The interruptions of
the hon. menther do not affect e in the
slightest. May I say, for the informa-
tion of the hon. member, that a division
was taken on the oecasion I refer to.
I was a member of the select committee
which fought this question out. The
member for Gasecoyne (Mr. Butcher),
who was also a memher of the com-
mittee, was of the same opinion as my-
self. YWe brought the matter into the
House and fought it out, and the result
of the division was that our side of the
question was carried by a majority of
10.

Mr. Gordon: A division on wbat—
that there should be a select committee?

Mr. HOLMAN: The division was on
the question that the report of the select
committee be adopted. Tt was decided
by a majority of 10 votes in the House
that the report should not be adopted,
and the member for Carnarvon and I
worked against the report of the select
committee of which we were members,
I am dealing with this old question, be-
cause had the camels been admitted, the
result would have been exactly the same
to this State as the entrance of the pre-
sent batch of camels has heen, In view
of the past experience in the State, it
was ntter madness for any person or
for any Government to think for one
moment that it would be wise to allow
these camels te be imported. The only
person who would benefit by the intro-
duction of the camels was the man who
brought them here and he would have
made a profit of about £10,000. TIn
order to try and get a similar advantage
to this in 1900 a gentleman made a
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straight-out offer of a bhribe to Mr.
Moran of £1,000 for permission to land
camels here.

The Treasurer:
straight-out bribe,

Mr. HOLMAN: I will read you his
words to show that he did.

Mr. Gordon: Have the jacket with
all the papers laid on the table.

Mr. HOLMAN:: In speaking in this
House in 1902, Mr, Moran, referring to
the guestion of this bribe, said:—

“ One farther application for a per-
mit was made by Mr. Sebastian de la
George, a goldfields doctor. That
gentleman applied for a permit, but
was refused it. Then Mr. de la
Georpe came to see him personaliy,
and said that the importation of cam-
els was a matter of urgency to him-
self, and that he was prepared to con-
tribute a thousand pounds to the vev-
enue in return for a permif. The
reply was that the revenue was not in
absolute need of a confribution of
one thousand pounds, and that the
permit must be refused. Mr. de la
George, however, returned to the
charge, backed up by a public man.
{Mr. Monger: Names should not be
mentioned.] The hon. member had
no reason to be afraid. The publie
man in question had no knowledge of
Mr. de la George's uwnderground en-
gineering, and thought himself to be
simply doing his duty as a public man.
My, de 1a George thereupon came again
to see hmn (Mr. Moran) privaiely,
and said that so urgent and pressing
was his need to import some camels
that lLe was prepaved to contribute
the sum of one thousand pounds to
any charity, at the same time men-
tioning the name of a Roman Catholie
charity. Thereupon Mr, Clifton and
Mr. Morton Craig were informed by
him (Mzr. DMoran) of Mr. de la
George’s proposal, and were notified
that he {Mr. Moran) would have no-
thing more to do with that gentleman.
On the next Saturday night, happen-
ing to walk with the then Colonial
Seeretary (Mr. Kingsmill) and Mr.
Hubble in Hay Street, he was ealled
aside by Mr. de la George, who popped

He did not make a
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up again. Then it came pretty
straight, Mr. de la George saying that
he was not partienlarly desirons of
contributing one thousand pounds to
a charity, but would give the amount
to anything he (Mr. Moran) might
like to nominate. The reply was,
‘Mr. de la George, I will thank you
not to speak to me in the street any
more.” He (Mr. Moran) thereupon
called Mr. Kingsmill up " and said,
‘You see that gentleman there.
Goodness knows what may happen in
the future, and T ask you as a friend,
though you are a politieal opponent,
and [ also ask Mr. Hubble, te nofe
that that gentleman has offered me a
bribe of one thousand pounds.’"
We secured sufficient information from
Faiz Mahomet's bookkeeper to prove
that Faiz Mahomet would have made a
profit of £17,000 if he had been given
permission to iniroduee 500 camels to
Western Auwstralia. In my opinion the
question at the present time has not heen
propervly dealt with. The camels were
not reguired, and what I should like to
see 18 a thorough inquiry into the whole
question in order to find out who the
syndicate were who were backing up
Abraham Mahomet and who were assist-
ing him to bring the eamels here. At
the time Abraham Mahomet was away
securing these camels, I received a letter
from his wife, who is a white woman
with two or three children, and she said
that she was absolutely starving and re-
quired assistanee to keep her going. It
is nothing more nor less than a grave
seandal that a man like he should be per-
mitted to imroduce the dreaded senurge
which is now alleged to have been
brought into Western Australia, and the
whole guestion needs clearing up. If the
Government are to blame, they should be
ealled upon to resign at onee. If the
Stock Departiment are to blame the offi-
cials comprising that Department should
be wiped out of existence, so far as the
Govermment of Western Aunstralia are
concerned.  Every possible step should
be taken to see that the disease alieved
to have heen intreduced is not allowed
to spread. If it dees spread. it will
possibly resull in many of the stock
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vwners of the State being ruined. Some
wemhers may think there is nothing
i, hut I have always had a dread of the
antrednetion of disease into Australia, and
inte Western Anstralia in particular, by
ailowing such free intercourse with
Asdatie  countries. I would even go
farvther than prohibiting ecamels and
stock  from Theing introduced, for 1
would prevent any people from coming
into ‘Western Australia. The action of
the magistrate, if the allezation made by
the member from Pilbarra is true, in
witnessing the agreements made by these
men is so serious a one that he should bhe
retneved from his position at onee, so
that he might not make any more such
sarave and serious mistakes. Not having
a direct knowledge, and being unable to
speak with absolute faith myself, T feel
that I should hesitate before making an
attack on anvone, therefore I will say
no more just now; buot T would like to
see a searching inquiry made into the
winle question, in order to find ont whe
is b hlame for the introduction of the
cainels, If we can find that out, it will
clear up a preat deal of trouble. T ean
sav this, for I have letters in my possession
proving it, that at the time ihe camels
werg introduced here there was no neces-
ity to bring any into the country. There
were hundred of camels that eould be
sent to the North-West, and one man has
told me that he had 300 camels he conld
lave despatched there had there heen
work for them to do. When we know
that these ecamels conld not have been
landed into Western Awustralia under
eight nr nine months after the date when
permisston was given, it is hard to under-
stand  what benefit their introduction
eould have been. If the people were in
need of earrving facilities in the North-
West, they would not have sent to India
to zet camels, for plenty could have been
ohiained either in South Australia or
from this State, and it would not have
Leen a difticult matter in any event to
liavo =ent horse feams up there in order
te r.ef the requirements of any new
zeldiields  that might have hroken out.
These teans would easily have been able
to cupe with the traffie for a few months,
and there was therefure no necessity for
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sending all the way to India for ecamels,
and waiimg for them for a period of
some nine months. With regard to the
suggestion that eamels might have been
brought from South Australia, we know
what a strong position the South Auns-
tralian Government took up bhecause cur
stoek regulations were a little more lax
than theirs were. They fought us on
this question. and we all remember the
ficht that the Premier had to put up
with the South Anstralian anthorities
with regard to the relaxation of the stock
regulations. There have been hundreds
of camels brought here and bred here
whieh have since travelled from Western
Australia to South Australiz, - and
in all probability, had we  allowed
camels to be brought from that State
we would only have been getting some
of our own baek again. Our camels
were comparatively clean, and we are
now breeding in this State almest as
many as we have work for. When the
railway is constructed to Norseman some
400 eamels will be released from work
and the extension of the railways in
other directions will also place more
eamels at the disposal of those desiring
to obtain them for carrying purposes.
We should have taken much more eare
in considering the question before giv-
ing permission for the introdueiion of
fresh camels from Asistic countries to
Western Australia.  The Goverument
have made a great mistake for which
they should bear the responsibility. and
they should not endeavour to throw that
regponsibility on the Steck Department.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son}: It is somewhat difficult to under-
stand where the wrgeney of this business
comes in or why the hon. member could
not have taken the usual eourse and
tabled a motion. I do not know why
he moved the adjournment of the House
on a matter which has, according to his
own showing, received his personal atten-
tion for the last iwa or three months,
He can do no possible good by so mor-
ing as every precaution has been taken.
Members may realise at once that if this
mation is earried the CGovernment will
have seriously to consider their pusition,
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and in such eireumnstances it wounld have
been much better if the hon, member or
the Leader of the Opposition had tabled
a motion outright, so that all the memn-
bers, ineluding the members of the Cab-
inet, could have made themselves con-
versant with every aspect of the case.
[afr. Jolmson: You would have put the
notice of motion at the end of the Notice
Paper.] Nothing of the sort; every op-
portunity would lave Dbeen given for
the full and early discussion of the
motion. It is gratifyving to think that
the hon. member for Murchison does not
ecare much about the question of tick
He says that camel tiek has been in the
State for 12 or 14 years.

Mr. Holman: 1 ask the Treaswrer to
withdraw that. I said that I had been
informed that it had been here for the
past 14 years. I was not speaking from
my own knowledge, and I said I did not
know if tick were such a dread seourge
as some members seewmed to think.

The TREASURER: I acecept the hon.
member’s interpretation of what he said.
Now he tells us he was informed that
camel tick has existed for years, and he
says farther that he did not care wuch
about tick and did not take much notice
of it; it was other diseases that he
dreaded. [Mr. Holman: 1 said I did
not understand ticks.] The gravamen
of the charge is, according to this reso-
lution, that we have admitted camels
infested with ticks. [Afr. Bath: And
flies.] There is no mention of fies. The
motion refers to camel tick and other
diseases. [Mr. Taylor: The fly is one
of them.] I would point out that al-
though ticks are evidenily on the camels
to some extent, up to the present no
- other diseases have been proved. Surely
hon. members will bear me out in this,
that we must not hecome alarmed hefore
we have any oceasion to, so lonr as we
take every preeantion. T admit that if
this dread disease is introduced into our
Stale it is a thing that requives most
careful consideration and eombating.
This Government does not think it desir-
able even to have the camel tick, althongh
all the evidenee goes to prove that the
camel tick are not the ordinary tick and
do not hurt or injure ecattle or horses.
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That at least is the evidence I have
gathered from the papers on the
official files, which I have
inspected during the dinner hour.
[Member : What abont the bullock

teams 7] I have already explained that
the medical evidence goes to show that
camel ticks do not injure ecattle. We
have had a lecture from the member
for Murchisen (Mr. Holman) as to what
tock place scme seven years ago in this
House with regard to the question of
the importation of eamels. Tf I remem-
ber aright the danger feared at that
time, the dread we all had, was bubonie
plague. We were afraid of bubonie
plague, which had heen rampant inour
State—at least it had been prevalent
here to a considerable extent—and as
these camels were coming from a plague-
infested distriet it was feared that there
was considerable danger.,

Mr, Holman : It is the same place as
these camels came from.

The TREASURER : But at the time
these camels were shipped there was no
plague there, and so far as we know that
place was absolutely free from any other
disease that we need fear. The hon.
member says it was madness, in view of
what took place some seven Yyears ago,
to permit any camels to come into Wesl-
ern Australia ; and he went on to term
them ¥ disease-stricken eamels.” I would
point out again that there is no proof
that these camels are disease-stricken, no
proof whatever. To-day we prevent the
mmportation of certain fruit which a few
vears ago we allowed to come in because
we thought it was then clean. Is it any
reason, because eamels were not permitted
to be introdueed seven years ago, that
they are not to be permitted to enter this
State now if they are required? I want
to peint out the inconsistency of the
argument that because there was a
bubonie plague-stricken distriet from
which eamels were prohibited from enter-
ing this State seven years ago we are to
prohibit them for all time.

Mr. Johnson : Get on with the ques-
tion.

Mr. Taylor :
ment.

That is a very weak argu-
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The TREASCURER : I am trving to
put my view before the House, and I
venture to think that when I have done
ihe House will agree with me and totally
disagree with the hen. member. Before
I go farther, let me say that hon. mem-
bers can make their minds easy with
regard to attacking the Minister for Agri-
culture (Hon. J. Mitchell). There is no
man whe has the interests of the State
more at heart than he. [Mr. Taylor :
We are tired of that ; we have heard it
all before.] T do not care if the hon.
meniber is tired of it. he has got to
hear it onee more, and will have to remain
tired. Hon. members should know that
when they attack the Government they
must direct their attack against the Gov-
-ernment as & whole. The Government
stand or fall together on this as on any
other matter, and it is not a bit of unse
members opposite trying to single out
any partienlar Minister and blaming him
as apart from his colleagues.

Member : Was that the attitude on the
Fduoeation question ¢

The TREASURER : On every ques-
tion the Cabinet is a united family, I
can assure members. We have no differ-
ences, and that is why we always hack
each other up in our doings, whether
vight or wrong according to the intel-
ligence of members opposite.

Ar. Bath : If you are willing to take
the blame for the others, well and good.

The TREASURER : I am always quite
willing to do so. I wish now just to
.draw altention to the position as it ap-
pears to me, and as it appeared to the
Government at the time. It must be at
least 18 months since this question first
cropped up. Representations were made
-at that time that the price of camels
in Western Aunstralia was excessive,
and Tepresentations were also made
through the department thal there was
-a necessity for camels. [Mr. Johnson :
Made by whom ?] The hon, mem-
ber can answer that question for him-
self ; he will have plenty of time to
speak when I have done. Let me put my
case.  Representations were made at
that time that there was a shortage of
camels, especially in the North-West.
‘The matter was discused department-
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ally on several occasions; awnd the fact
that the Works Department when I
was in charge some six months before
had had great diffienlty indeed in get-
ting camels required in connection with
the rabbit-proof fence went {o prove,
to my mind, that these representations
were correct. Applications were made
for permission to introduce eamels into
Western Australia. It was stated that
camels were vequired for earting fin
from the tinfields in the North to Port
Hedland and for earcving out other
work of that deseription on the North-
West goldfields, Bearing in mind the
represcntativns  hrought under our
notice, we came to the conclusion that
1o harm conld be dene by permitting
clean camels, under proper restrictions,
being imported into our State. On
the other hand we ecame to the econeclu-
sion—which [ submit was a legitimate
conelusion—that we would be advan-
cing the intevests of the State and ad-
vaneing the intevests of those peaple
in the North, especially the miners and
workers on the North-West goldfields
if we permitted some camels to come
in. 'We absolutely at that time refused
to have anything to do with the ques-
tion of attendants, Asiaties. We
pointed out that was a matter entirely
in the hands of the Federal Govern-
ment, and that any application regard-
ing Asiatic attendants would have to
be made direct to the Federal authori-
ties, who refused, if T remember avight,
the request to introduce Asianties into
Western Australia. On that ground,
in the first instance, a refusal was also
given by the Government—I believe it
was the Rason Government—to the ve-
quest  for the importation of these
camels. Subsequently it was stated
that the people whe wished to import
the camels were prepared to find all
the neeessary labour loeally; and on
that understanding only—and that the
importation of the camels should be
under proper supervision, should come
from a clean distriet and bhe subject to
proper regulations as to quarantine—
were they permitted then to bring the
camels in. We have been twiited by

the member for Murchison that we took
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some exceptional course, which would
bring some exceptional profit to some
exceptional person; that we did this
i the interests of some individual.
[Member : Who said that ] The mem-
her fur Murchison by interjection.

Mr. Holman : 1 said that the Gov-
erument in giving permission to bring
in the camels had given someone a
chance of making a profit of between
£3,000 and £20,000.

The TREASTURER: The hLon. mem-
ber interjected 1 think that the object
of the Government was to give some
special condition to someone. I am
glad, however, that he now withdraws
that.

Mr. Holmun :
have said.

The TREASURER: I desire to point
out that the Govermment ook special
precautions to prevent anything of the
sort oeeurring, So suspicions were we
of these men getting an advantage of
this sert—that is, the first applicants—
that we said, ‘¢ No; if it is right that
ecamels should come into the North-West
couniry for the benefit of the country,
we will throw it open to all comers.’’
We passed a resolution, I think it was
on the 20th June, through Executive
Conneil, altering the regulations, and
stating .that the new regulations as
thereby allered would come into force
on the lst Oectober following.

r. Bath: And then had no one
there to enforce the regulaiions.

The TREASURER : It was time
enough fto send someone when the
camels were coming.

Mr, Helman : And all this time those
men in the North were waiting to have
their food snpplies sent on to those
tinfields.

The TREASURER: The hon. mem-
her msinnated that the Government
had some ulterior motive, and were try-
ing to give special conditions to some
particular person. I am proving that
no such thing could possibly have been
in the mind of the Government. e
gazetted our regulations on the 20th June,
and we took care that those regulations
should not come into force until the 1st
October following, nearly four months

T withdraw nothing I
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Iater, in order that the field might bhe
open to anyone who desired to make ap-
plication; or rather, not to make appli-
cation, for there was no need, but to
import camels, so long as they conformed
to the regulations. As a matter of faet,
two applications were made prior to the
first person, three altogether—I think the
Premier read them out to-day—were re-
ceived. The last two applicants were ve-
plied to, pointing out that no special
permils were necessary, that when the
regunlations eame into foree on the 1st
October the North-West part of the
country, so far as Port Hedland and
Onslow were concerned, were free to the
importation of camels under eertain regu-
lations and restrictions. Could anyone
toke a more straightforward ecourse?
[y, Underwood: Not to introduce tick.]
The lion. member has got tick on the
brain. He evidently does not agree with
the member for Murchison who says he
does not attach muneh importanee to the
tick cuestinn.

AUr. Holman: T ask that the Treasurer
withdraw that remark. I did nol say
anything of the kind. T said T did not
know the danger of tiek and was nal
zoing to speak on o question which I did
not know mueh of.

Tie TREASURER : You said youn did
not attach mueh importance to it.

Mr. Holman: I sald I did not know
anything ahout it.

The TREASURER: Exactly. I wish
the hon. memher would take the same
view with regard to many questions on
which he speaks. I wish to point out
that his complaint that he had no oppor-
tunity of drawing attention to this mat-
ter is also incorrect. He said this was
done during recess. We hrought in

our rerulations on the 20th June,
and the House met on the 2lst
June ; the hon. member had any
amount of opportunity. If he was

so wise, and knew (this was going to
bring disaster on Western Australia, he
had ample opportonity during the six
months the House was in session to draw
the attention of the House to the matter.

Mr. Holman: 1 did draw attention to
it.
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The TREASTURELR: You widi in No-
vember, I kinow.

s, Rath: Befure November.

The TREASURER: In November he
asked for certain information, and he got
replies centaining the inlormation, just
the same o< I am puting Lefore the
House to-night.

Mr. Taplor : The maotion was on the
Nutice-paper for a2 month or six weeks
before von aliowed us to reach it.

The TREASURER: If the motion re-
mained on the paper for six weeks with-
out heing reached, that was due to the
pressure of the business of the House.
The hon, member knows full weit that
members kept on lalking to such an ex-
tent that we had to sit all night on two
nighls runping to get through the busi-
nese,

Mr. Holman: T did not know all the
Cabinet secrets; did not know that you
had arvranged to bring them in or to
allow them to be brought in.

The TREASURER : So far as the
Government ave conecerned, their action
was perfectly above-board. I was
done in broad daylight, and members had
ample opportunity to take any steps lhey
thought necessary. We accept the re-
sponsibility of the action we took, rightly
or wrongly, in the interests, as we
thought, of thos who populate the
North-West distriets; in their interests
_we permitted these camels to come in.
Let me say again that I cannot under-
stand why the member for the distriet
himself, if he thought there was so much
danger, did not take some action as soon
as the House met. Why did he not move
the adjournment of the House weeks ago?
The hon. member—and I commend him
for it—took the trouble of going to PPort
Hedland, and he tells us—

Mr. Underwood: I said nothing of the
sort.

The TREASURER: I wish to good-
ness members would learn to express their
views in deeent English, so that we can
understand #. The hon. member said,
in speaking, that be went up to Port
Iedland after getting a certain tele-
eram.

Mr. Underwcod: I made no such state-
ment. I said I went to Port Hedland
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atter that; hut T € not say I went ¢n
that business at all.

[Several inferjeciions.]

The TREASTRER: I would like to
make a few observations. when ihese
ventlemen have finizhed interjeetinz.

Ar. Underwend: You interjected when
I was speakinn.

Tie TREASURER: No.

Mr, Underwved: Well, the Premier
did.

The TREASURER: I seldom inter-
jeet.  The hon. wember admits that after
reading a telegram about these eattle,
he went tv Povt Hedlamd., 1 accept his
explanation that he did net go on ae-
comnt of these emmnels.

Mr. Taylor: You know fnll well that
he did not.

The TREASTURER: XNo.

Mr. Taylor: How did you know any-
thing when you were in Japan? If you
had stayed here and done the work you
are paid for, it would have heen hetter,

The TREASURER: Mr. Speaker, am
I to be allowed to make my few remarks?

As to Inlerruptions.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope I shall not
have to rise again in regard to this ques-
tien of interruptions. I had to do so
before the tea adjowrnment. It must be
apparent to hon. members that where
there is eanse for inlerruption by one
person there can he 1o ohjeetion; but
where fwo, or three, or four interject
it must be uufair to the speaker. No
one realizes more than the member ad-
dressing the House the diffieulty of lis-
tening to several interjections made at
the same time. I listen attentively to
speakers, but at times I eannot under-
stand what the sentences arve on aceount
of the number of interjections; and 1
wonder how at times Hanrsard can do
the work that is required of them.

Debate,

The TREASURER: As I
marking, the member for Pilbarra went
to Port Hedland; he happened to ar-
rive there at the time when these cattle
were either being landed or had just
been landed. He looked into the ques-
tion. I presume he satisfied himself

was re- -
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that there was something wrong, or
something dangerous, and he came back
again to meet this House; but in glane-
ing through the papers I eannot see any
brilliant suggestion from the hon. memnm-
ber as to what course the Government
should take in the peeunliay cireum-
stances. It was stated that we were
deing something, or had done something
which was dangerous to the herds of
the North-West, that was likely to
spread a dangerous disease throughout
the North-West eountry, though we had
taken every precaution so far as our
knowledge went by way of quarantining
these camels, yet the hon. member waits
for nearly three weeks before he moves
the adjournment of the House fo eall
the attention of the Heuse to this sub-
jeet. And what is the good of calling
the attention of the House to this sub-
ject? What is the good at the present
juncture? Everything that ecould pos-
sibly be done has been done. We have
it by interjection frotn the member for
CGuildford: Why should the resident
medical officer instruet the police officers
to clean up the jetty if there were no
tick about? The hon. member advances
as  an argnment that the doetor's
statement that he did not see any tick
was false, no doubt; but I wish to peint
cut that it is eustomary to elear up your
jetty after you have handled stock,
whether there be tick or not; and even
if the doctor did elear up the place he
would be justified in doing it on the off-
chance of discovering tick. [Interjection
by Mr, Underwood.] If the hon. mem-
ber had some sickness in his house would
he not clean the house afterwards? I
have mentioned before that in one of
the reports it says that there were a few
tick. That is in one of the telegrams
the Premier read. What is the good of
arguing that these cattle were diseased?
I say there has been no proof of the
presence of this dread disease * surra.”
. Mr. Batk: Did you read Mr. Edgar’s
remarks in the Press?

The TREASURER: No.

Mr. Bath: Well you cught to.

The TREASURER: I have no doubt
Mr. Edgar is a good authority on all
questions of stock, but surely I cannot
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rake round the Press for information,
T am taking the information from
our files, the official information. [Mr.

Underwoeod : A most unreliable source.]
The hon. member may think se, and
and he is weleome to his opinion ;
but as long as we have these responsible
officers, as hon. members know who have
filled these positions before us, we must
take their reports, and if they are found
to be wrong—[Member: Censure them]
—yes, censure them if thev are found to
be wrong, but we must deal with them;
and if the Government are found to be
incapable of dealing with men who re-
quire dealing with, hon. members should
deal with the Government and not attack
any individual Minister. With regard
to this disease which may or may not he
up there, let me point ont that although
there is some indication that there may
be this disease among the camels, or one
or two of them, the fact remains that
from the information we have from
South Australia they have never, with
all the camels imported into that State,
troubled to examine the blood of thase
camels for these miero-organisms as they
are called; so there may be a disease of
this sort among those camels. The mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret shakes his head;
I presume he believes that if the disease
was there it would have shown itself he-
fore this,

M. Taylor: It would have shown it-
self within twenty years.

The TREASURER : Then I am of
opinion that if the disease were among
these camels at Pilbarra, it would have
shown itself in four months.

Mr. Taylor : They are in a different
climate from that of South Australia,
The North is the home of that kind of
disease.

The TREASURER : All the more rea-
son why it should have made its appear-
ance among these camels. As far as the
Afghans are concerned, I understand—
I may be wrong—that the Government
were accused of being a party to these
Afghans being there.

Mr. Underwood : Who made that ac.
cusation ¥

The TREASURER: Let the hon. mem-
ber ask his colleague in frout of him,
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and he will ind out. These Afzhans were
landed under permission from the Federal
Govermwent. 'The ferm was extended
owing to certain legal action taken against
the owners of the ecamels with reraad to
wages, and at the present time these
Afghans are in that distriet by permission
of the Federal Government and not by
permission of the State Covernment,
We bave no control over it : and as soon
as the permit ends, I presume these
Afghans will be escorted on board a
steamer and sent back whence they came.
That is the position as far as they are
concerned. I want to make this point,
that so far we have no information as
to any spread of tick from these camels.
On the conirary we have a pretty full
inttmation from those who ought to know
something about it that this eamel tick
does not infest cattle. That may be so
or it may not, but up to the present it
is our official information also that there
is nothing to fear from it. We have so
far no proof that any other disease has
been introduced by these camels. On the
conirary we have evidence from the Te-
ports of our officers up there that the
eamels are partieularly healthy and free
from any disease.

Mr. Collier : Then why are they re-
maining in quarantine ¥

The TREASURER : They remain in
quarantine because they have been re-
tained for the costs and expenses which
have not been paid. They are being re-
tained until the costs are paid, if the
hon. member wants to know. For open
country like that every care has been
taken to quarantine these animals and
keep them away from those that are
travelling through this district. Of eourse
it 1s difficult to quarantine 500 camels,
and I say we must have some special
ground with proper facilities to do it.
[Mr. Taylor: Which you bhave not
there.} e have the best available. We
have a ground with a permament water
hole ten miles from the main track ; that
is where the camels are quarantined, I
ask any member conld any Government
have taken better precautions than these 2
True, seven of these camels got adrift at
the first, but the report now states that
they are all guarantined, and that all
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that have strayed have been recovered.
Inspector Ranford on the 29th April
reported :—

“The eamels now in quarantine are
improving daily ; only one showing
mange ; ticks now all clean. It has
been diffieult to keep the camels, as
all the country is open, and a poor lot
of chepherds, which necessitates muster-
ing and ecounting daily. Camels in
hand 493, died 7, four strayed Wodgina,
men gone for them. These seven had
strayed when I got to them. Three we
found a week after, but could not hear
or find traces of them until a few days
ago. The camels will all be fit to re-
lease within a few days of the quaran-
tine time.”

Since then the department has been ad-
vised that the camels which strayed have
been recovered ; so that so far as we
know at present the whole of the camels
landed from that steamer are aceounted
for, with the exeeption of course of {le
seven that died; and is it unreasonable
to have seven camels die out of a mob
of 500 after a journey from Bombay to
our country? I should think it was not.
It seems to me that a little over one per
cent. of deaths in a mob of camels like
that is not unreasonable. So we must
conclude that our officers are correct and
honest in their statements that the camels
are o particularly healthy lot and in a
sound condition. In proof of that let
me read a telegram received yesierday by
the Departinent of Agriculture from their
inspector :—

“All camels ez s.s. “ Century”
quarantine. No sign of any disease
in stoek. I have not seen any flies.
There are some bot-flies in the country,
but I have not seen them; only from

reports.”’

Mr. Scaddan : Perhaps the inspector
was goggled.

The TREASURER: I want the

House to treat this in a serious way.
When we have a serious charge brougihi
against the Government, which the hon.
member knows is tantamount to a motion
of no-confidenee, it is up to hon. meni-
bers to hear what the Government have
to say in reply, and to consider it care-
fully. I maintain that from the evidene:
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I have brought forward to-might in ihe
short time 1 have spoken, every precav-
tion has been taken by the Government
in connection with this matter. [Jfr,
Johnson : I do not think so.] Whether
they rightly or wrongly introduced these
camels 18 months ago, the Government
did it with the best intention, with the
intention of assisting those in the North-
West who had to pay dearly for the
means of transit; and every precautinn
has been taken to keep the country clear
of any disease from the introduetion of
these camels. [Mr. Johnson : Many mis-
lakes are perpetrated with the best of
intentions.] I am not pacticular whether
the hon. member takes any heed of our
intention or not. I am simply puiting
forward the statement that the intention
—and surely the intention has something
to do with the actions of people—ivas
pure and caleulated to assist the North-
West, which was badly in need of camels
at that time, With regard to the sbafe-
ment of the member for Pilbarra that
these camels were spread all over the
country, I think hon. members will agree
with me that Lis contention cannot he
borne ont. Here we have a dirveet state-
ment that all those eamels are now in
quarantine, and that they are sound aud
healthy. Then what becomes of the
statement that they are spreading ail
over the country, and infecting it with
disease and with tick? The hon. member
{3r. Underwood) has just returned from
that country, and he ought o know
better than to make in the House stale-
ments which up to the present at any rate
have not been proved or substantiated.

Mr, T. WALKER (Xanowna); I do
not think the charge which has been
brought, not upoen assumpiion but on
very substantial evidence, by the mem-
ber for Pilbarra has been answered by
a mere relianee cn a telegram received
from the stoek inspector in the dis-
triet; nor is it suffcvient to say that all
danger is at an end, or that no danger
has ever existed because the stock is
at present in quarantine. There are in
this case associations that require
farther explanation than that. De-
cidedly we have liad no explanation yet,
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excepting that there may have been in
the Stock Depariment some mistake
for which one officer has been censured;
but there has been no explanation of
the laxity of the Government in making
preparation, with full knowledge be-
forchand of the arrival of ‘those camels.
That it is possible for an officer so to
neglect his dutyv as (o permit suech a
dangerouns inread on the regulations and
on the safety and health of the State,
is a reveladion. It is still more sur-
prising than an officer making sueh an

egregions  blunder, or guilly of such
neglizence, should bhe able to escape

with a mere censure. 1f is still more
astonishing. snrely, that an officer whe
ean dely the responsilde Minisier ean
cscape bheing dealt with by (har Min-
ister, and must be the subject of in-
quiry, of independent investigation.
That is to say, the Premier has to re-
port the otficer 1o Comissioner Jull;
Mr. Jull has to hold an inquiry;
after the inquiry (here iz a censure,
and there is the end of the matter.
I want to know how this State
is to be piotected from any dangevous
invoeds, From importations «f this kind,
if that is our ouly meihod of dealing
with an ollicer so negleetful of his duty
aind the welfare of this State.

The Premier : The precedure was
that laid down in the public Service
Act.

Mr., WALKER: I do not care.
Surely the Ministvy will not sereen
themselves belind the Public Service
Act in a cose of this kind. Are we to
allow red-tapelsm {o stand in the way
of proteeting stock-owners 7 If so,
what is the use of our tfrying to run
the country? Why nobt hand it over
ut onee to the Afrhans, and allow them
to do as they like? Tor this is what
appears to have been done by that
wonderful eharacter Ibrahamm Mahomet,
who was able te leave this eountry, go
te Kurrachi, offer to bring camels, say
e has a contract with ilte Western
Australian  Government, obinin money
on that score at Kutrachi lo buy
ecamels, and to bring them here, per-
fectly confident of their safe arrival, to
arrive with them safely, leave them
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here, come to Perth, and nuietly pro-
ceed about his business. Moreover, he
hrings with him men under contract.
1 know the State (Governmeni ecannot
take action as to econtracis made
abroad, that being a matter for the
Federal Guvernment ; but the faet
shows the extraordinary character of
these Afelans, aud silows their wonder-
ful intimacy with the possibilities of
Weslern Australia, shows what they
can do and how far they can go. Suvely
10 person could undertake the immense
responsibility of bringing 300 eamels (o
this country without knowinyg it was
perfeetly sufe to do so, and that those
:eamels would be landed as they were
landed, despite the Stock Depariment
wffieers ; for if is clear that, owing to
facilities granted by the department, or
officers or agents of the department, or
.at all events owing to the winking by
those persons at the transaetion, the
landing of the ecamels was permitted.
But the Treasurer, who has just spoken,
tells us practically that we may rest
.assured there is no danger, the stock is
perfectly clean; there is only one animal
that is afflicled with the mange; and
when asked by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion (Mr. Bath) if he bhad read the
newspaper reports on this matter, the
“Treasurer frankly confessed he had not
—a matter of such importance to this
country he had not noticed. Only in
vesterday’s issue of the Perth Jorning
Herald is a very long account of an in-
terview with Mr. BEdgar. I do not think
we shall dispute Mr. Edgar's power of
judgment.
that may arise from tick, and the alarm
existing among the pastoralists, the ar-
ticle proceeds:—

“Mr. A, W. Edgar, the well-known
pastoralist of the DeGrey and Gingin,
returned from the loeality of DPort
Hedland a few days ago, where the
300 camels which are responsible for
the whole of the frouble are in quar-
antine. My, Edgar is a member of the
firm of Grant, Edgar & Co., owners
wf the DeGrey station; and as this
property is quite adjacent io the quar-
antine area, his disquietude may he
readily understood. In conversation

(17)
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with one of our representatives ves-
terday Mr. LEdgar siated that he had
brought to Perth one of the trouble-
some fhes, particulars of which were
telegraphed tv the Movning Herald by
its Port Hedland correspondent last
week, ‘The flv is quite new to the
North-West,” Mr. Edgar assured our
representative, “and it has been iden-
tified as belonging to the family of
the tsetse fly, the ecmrse of South
Afriea. I took it to Mr. Despeissis,
Under Seeretary for Agriculture, and
the experts of the department had no
diffienlty in elassifying it  This
means that the fly is a source of the
gravest danger, and if it gets anong
our herds devastation must follow.’
Asked where the fly was found, Mr.
Edgar replied that it was taken from
a horse, and the man who discovered
it, without heing able positively to
identify it, recognised it instantly as
belonging to the species that trans-
mits disease sueh as surra from beast
to beast.”
There is more of a similar character,
but I wish to draw the Treasurer’s at-
tention to the fact that here we have
this fly brought to the Agricultural De-
partment, submitted to our principal ex-
pert, and he identifies it as that danger-
pest of South Afriea, and apparently
Ministers to-night know nothing of the
matter. Here we have their own Agri-
cultural Department investigating this
very subject, and we are told on the
strength of telegrams from Port Hed-
land that there is nothing to fear, If
it should turn out that this fly has been
brought to the country by these camels,
a danger the limits of which it is irpos-
sible to deseribe has been introduced; a
danger we cannot possibly estimate; and
through what? Through the ecaveless-
ness of the Government. It is right
enough now to lay the hlame on the
shoulders of their officer, his negieet,
his forgetfulness, and to let him off
with a slight eensure. But is there no
censure for the responsible Ministers
who can allow this state of affairs to
continue, or ean allow officers of that
kind in iheir departments at all? There
is more than has been explained to-night



446 Urgency Motion :
in the eircumstances of the introduefion
of these camels. There is need at the
present moment for the utmost activily,
care and promptitude on the part of the
Government; and the House are surely
not yet satisfied with the explanaiions
we have received. I am waiting anxi-
ously to hear the Honorary Minister in
charge of the Department of Agriculture
explain how it is that they have one set
of telegrams from Port Hedland, backed
up by the personal knowledge of a man
now in Perth, proving the existence in
our State of the dangerous fly alleged
to have been brought heve by the camels
introduced from India.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. Mifchell) : Many charges have been
laid by my friends opposite, and I wish
to say I am perfectly willing to take the
full responsibility for all that is entrusted
to my care ; but I do not think I should
be expected to stand econdemned simply
because I am charged as I have been to-
night. As we have been told through
our inspector here, through the officer to
whom we ave to look, the camels ave clean,
they are a very healthy lot, the most
healthy he has seen landed in this State.
I wish to make it quite clear to members
that if the men who now have charge of
the camels on behalf of the owners are
not capable of confining the camels to
the guarantine area, it is quite within the
duty of our inspector, Mr. Ranford, to
employ men fo perform that work. He
is there to see that the camels are confined
to the quarantine area, and it is his dufy
to see that they are kept there. I believe
bhe has done his duty, and his telegrams
to us are of the most reassuring character.
Now will this country take the word of
our inspector, or do we expect the country
to depend on statements made without
any personal knowledge by the member
for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) ? He
does not tell nug that he knows of his own
personal knowledge that certain things
have happened ; he says he has had tele-
grams to say they have happened. [Mr.
Bath - That is all you have.] Our tele-
erams are from responsible officers of the
department ; from the men to whom we
shoul look for information if the camels
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were within half a-mile of the Perth
office. I should like to point out that
camels were landed here about tweive
years ago, I think, and they were sent
to Coolgardie. They were heavily tiek-
infested, and the tick dropped off nlong
the read ; but no serious harm resulted.
It is of course a fact that tiek bave been
on camels in this State, and have done
absolutely no harm. Members ec¢an, I
think, rest assured that no harm will come
to cattle from the presence of camel ticks
in this State ; for if tick do temporarily
attach themselves to camels, they de not
stay there, they do not work any barm
at all. That is the advice of our depart-
niental officers; and when we remember
that 12 years ago tick were in-
froduced on camels mneh as they

come in now, and that they did no
harm, perhaps members will pereeive
that there is no cause for alarm.

Reference has been made to Mr. Edgar,
who did bring to Perth a specimen of the
fly. T may say the member for Kanowna
{Mr. Walker) is not quite right when
he says the fly is identical with the
tsetse fly found in Afriea. That is not
the position, and it has yet tc be
proved that this fly will be harmful.
Mr. Edgar, who was here to-night, assures
me that no harm had been done hy the
fly up to the time he left Port Hedland
on the 20th June. It bad irritated cattle
just as fltes in the southern districts do
irritate caftle; bot no harm had heen
done. The introduction if the fly mav
be a serious matter or it may not. Cer-
tainly no member is justified in saying
that up to this moment there is serinus
danger to the stock of the State. Ik is
true the disease snrra is transmitted by
the fly, but it is also quite true this
trypanvsome discovered may not be the
trypanosome that produces surra. Tt
may be a barmnless trypancsome, for we
are told that trvpanoseme is found in
plenty of animals, birds and borses,
and it may be that this trypanosome
found in the camels is a perfeetly haru:-
less type. Tt is possible that cancls
brought into this country have trypano-
some that is harmless, and it mway not he
the trypanesome of surra at all. T dvo
not want to discount the sericusness of
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the posilion at all, but T think it is rght
that members should wait wuntil it is
proved that we have introdueed ecameols
that have brought in the trypanosome
that is likely to be a serious danger. The
same thing may be said in regard fo the
fly. We have brought camels from
Kurrachi before.

IHon. F. H. Piesse : I would like to
know whether there is any direct infor-
mation or proof that this fly has been
introduced in connection with the recent
importation of camels, or is there any
informatipn that it was there previously?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thic
is the first we have heard of {he fly. Pos-
sibly it was intreduced with the camel.
It is not impossible it may have heen
here before and only now discovered. OF
course I say right here it is more than
likely that the fly came in with the
camels, but that does not mean that
it is a dangerous fly at all. Dr
Cleland has heen sent wp to satisfy
himself that it 1is trypanosome of
a dangerous type. We have sent him
up there to protect the people of the dis-
trict, and if these camels are diseased
they will of course, under the regulations,
have to be dealt with; either sent back or
destroyed forthwith,

Mr. Holman : This is a well known
disease in other countries.

The HONORARY MINISTER: What ?

Mr. Holman: Trypanosome.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Try-
panosome produces fever that is known
as surra. Members ought to know from
what I have said that there are many
varieties of trypanosome, and it may be
that the variety discovered on the camels
is harmless, but it may be the trypano-
some that produces surra. The steps
that are possible to us are being taken
to see if there is any danger, and if the
danger does exist we shall take all steps
to proteet the people of the State from
the disease. Unfortunately the inspector
was not at Port Hedland when the camels
arrived. Had Inspector Ranford heen
there he would not have regarded the
tick as of any serions moment, but he
would have considered that quarantining
was all that was neeessary to get nid of
the disease, and he would not have taken
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the action about the camels that was
taken by Dr. Burton, whe did it ai the
sugrestion of the Premier, and it is for
tunate that eultures were taken and sent
down here. I do not wish te disguise the
fact that the inspector should have heen
there to receive these cattle. He was not
there; and as a resnlt we have heard
something for the first time in the State
of trypanosomes. It has been said by
the member for Piibarra that he received
scant courtesy at the hands of the Under
Secretary for Agrieulture. I do not
understand how that can be so, beeanse
the Under Seeretary is a most courteous
man and attends fo the requests made
by members of the House and the public
generally in a proper manner, and I am
certain that some mistake has been made
in regard to this matter. It may be that
the member for Pilbarra rang the office
up after the arrival of the inspeetor on
the scene, and in that ease the member
eould understand the request being made
to wait for a couple of days.

Mr. Underwood : On the 22nd March
when the camels were landed.

The HONORARY MINISTER - I do
not know what happened as to the tele-
phone message ; this 1s the first T have
heard of it. It is the duty of the stock
inspector to visit various portions of the
State. He is more useful in the Seld
than in the oflice, and he ought to be in
the field dotng his duty ; and if he is
doing his duty in that regard he eannot
be in the office each day. 1 can assure
the member that the Under Secretary
had no intention of treating him ofher-
wise than ecourteously, and I am quite
sure that when I speak to him abouf it
to-morrow he will explain that that is the
case.

Mr. Underwood : T do not aceuse him
of lack of eourtesy, but lack of interest.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Cer-
tain reference has been made to Suvuth
Australian camels being a different 1ype
of camel to those at Port Hedland. if
the type at Port Hedland is suitable to
the development of this disease, we onght
to have known something of it sooner
than this, for the eamels bave bheen liere
three months. There are camels in the
north of South Australia which are proh-
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ably as favourable to the disease a3 those
at Port Hedland, so that there is ncibing
in the argument that if the disease had
heen introduced into South Australia it
should he harmless, while that inicodueed
into the northern part of this Stale is
of sericus consequence. YWhilst I have
been attacked for neglecting whal mem-
bers believe to be my duty, I give place
to no man in my desire to act in the
interests of the people of the State and
especially the producers. Suvely I have
shown that I am interested in this work,
and if a mistake has been made in this
case it does not follow that it is because
of want of interest on my part, it does
not follow that it is because of want of
ability. I do not claim to be a veterin-
ary surgeon, and if members recognised
the serionsness of the position. and knew
much of the disease mouths ago, why did
not members opposite warn me ¢ But I
did aot hear from one of them; it follows
that T could not beeanse it was not known
that the disease was likely to be brought
from India.

Mr. & TAYLOR {Mount Margaret) :
The motion before the House has been
spoken of by the Treasnrer as heing with-
out foundation, there is no necessify for
it.

The Treasurer :
abunt foundation.

Mr. TAYLOR : The Treasurer said
there was no justification for this molion
being moved.

The Treasurer : The adjournrment of
the House.

Mr. TAYLOR : The mofion is for ihe
adjournment of the House on a question
of urgency, and the Treasurer poiuted
out there were no grounds for urgency.
I want to commend the member for Pil-
barra for moving this motion not alone
in the interests of his electors, but in the
interests of Western Ausiralia generally.
The stock raisers of Western Australia
owe the hon. member a debt of gratitude.
The stoek raisers of this country shonld
reengnise that, especially those located
north of the 25th parallel. What was in
the mind of the Government when the
Government said in the Executive Couneil
order that these eamels should be allowed

I did not say a word
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te land at Port Hedland, and not south
of the 25th pavallel of latitude ? There
must have been something resting in the
minds of the Government as to danger, and'
what is the conclusion to be drawn ? [t
is that there was a danger and the Gov-
ernment said, “We will not allow
this  danger to extend south; but
we do mnot care how far nmorth;
we have no care for the people
north of that parallel, but we have care
for thent south of it.”’ That is the
natural inference. I am not acensing
the Honorary Minister who coitrols the
Agricultural Departinent with having
much knowledge about this Executive-
Couneil order., I do not say he knew
anything about its passage, but T say
it is up to him to know how it was lo
be administered as he controls the Agri-
cultural Department. T do not say the
Honorvary  Minister  knew anything
ubout the passage of this order. Per-
haps the Premier might contradict that
statement ; perbhaps the Treasurer will
eontradiet it ; perbaps the Minister for-
Works will not eontradiet it. I have too
much proof. We know who was present
when the Executive Council order was
made. .

Yhe Ionorary Binister :
order.

Mr. TAYLOR : The Minister for
Works was there. 1T know full well
how these things pass through Exeeu-
tive Council. I want to know why,
wlien this order passed fhrough Exeeu-
tive Couneil, ne precautions were taken
by the Government or the heads of the
department to make provision for the
landing of these catfle. It has been
pointed out beyond doubt by the mem-~
ber for Pilbarra that before the camels
landed there was only one track to get
them out of Port Hedland. T have
never been to Port Hedland, but T
think the House will believe the mem-
ber for Pilbarra, who has lived in that
country for eight or ten years, when Le
tells the House that there is only one
track out of Port Hedland for about
seven miles from the end of the cause-
way. It is fair to assume therefore
that the seven miles from Port Hed-
land was affected with any disease these

T signed the



Urgency Mation:

camels may have hal, whether il was
tick, fly, or mange, or any disease pre-
valeat i the eainiin the camels came
from, and that was not prevalent in

the North-West. T syvmpathise with
the people who ave north of this
parallel  where these camels were al-

lowed to land.  We have men there with
large herds, a large portion of the meat
supply of this country comes from that
area, and I think in justice to those
people and 1o the country the (overn-
ment should immediately quaranfine a
very lavge area in that territory to pre-
vent the spread of the tick. The Gov-
ernment say they ave taking cvery pre-
caution.  That is a preeaution 1 think
they should take in the interests of the
State,  The only arzuments the Gov-
ernment have ave telegrams, and tele-
grams are justifiable, but the membes
for Pilbarra visited the distriet, not
especially in eonnection with the land-
ing of these eamels, but in the ovdi-
nary way of visiting  his electorate,
and lie reeeived information while there
which has been amply confirmed by
letters and  lelegrams sinee;, even uax
late as within the last eouple of days.
He iz also mrmed with telegraphie evi-
dence equally as sirong as that put for-
ward by the Government. What are
the telegrams of the Government ?
Those from Government officers  in
favour of the action they have faken;
and we Lkunow that when a  person
makes a mistake he will try to hack
it up by some means. We know all
ahont his magistrate who has played a
prominent part in this debate, beinyg
quoted hy the Premier and also largely

gquoted by the member for Pilbarra.
He has not acted in aecordance with
msfructions from  the  Government.

The Premier admitted that the instrnc-
tions were not carried out. Then [
waitt to know what action the Govern-
ment are going to take with reference
to that officer who refused to earry
out their instructions when there was
so much at stake. [The Homworary
Minister : It was not cattle tick.]
There are other diseases and compli-
calions arising out of this shipment of
camels that should not have been al-
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We find a stockman,
native of Western
down from that
he has never seen

lowed to land.
who ig, I believe, a
Australia, bringing
counfry a fly whieh
in  Western Ausiralia before. Aec-
cording to the interview with this
man in the Morning Hereld the fly has
been proved by the agrieuitural experls-
to be a dangerous fiy. [M»r. H. Brown :
Why do you not give us some statis-
ties?] I am not here armed with sta-
tisties from South Afviea. I am not
here tv defend South Africa, I am here
to defend this State, and I am not speak-
myg from a party peut of view., Tuke
Transard seven years hack, since I have
heen in Parlinment T have taken up the-
same stand as I take up to-night. We
know that tick is pot so dangerous in
any part of Australia that is not a
malarinl district, we know that the red
water which follows the tick has only
heen proved to exist in malarial coun-
try, but when we are dealing with the
North-West we are dealing with country
more or less malarial. I sapported a
Government nuwmerically wenk in this
House when they blocked the landing of
the camels on which the discussion of
1902 took place, and we have in the vol-
umes of Hansard from an ex-Minister
for the Crown where he was offered a
bribe of £1,000 to allow stock lo land
in this country frow a tick-infested
country. That is in the 1902 volume of
Hansard, and 1 supported the Govern-
meut that blocked those ecamels from
landing. [ am now oppesing this Gov-
ernment for allowing eamels to land,
but T would support the Government in
preventing the landing of camels, There
iIs no party question about the matter
with me; it is a maiter which should be
dealt with in the House, and the House
should give a decision without any party
feeling. This mofion has been moved
hy the member for Pilbarra because it
affects his district and affects the State.
Tt is not a party question. It is one
which the hon. wember should be com-
mended for moving, and the House
should give a decision on it irrespective
of any parties in the House. It has
come to a pretty pass if lhon. members
make a party question of something ihat
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would ruin the herds of this State, if
shioply because it was made a party
question they would allow the herds of
the country to be ruined rather than go
against their party. Polities have not
come to that with me, no matter how
much the people may say the Labour

party are ~ hedged by chains and
shackles. I say the stock question should

have fair consideration in this House.
The Treasurer put up no defence. [Afr.
Bath: He pleaded guilty.] I am sure
the Premier’s halting statement and his
reading of wires were anything but a

defence of the attitude of the Govern--

ment; while as for the hon. gentleman
who controls the Agrieultural Depart-
ment, T am sure he has not proved any-
thing, except that there was lack of ad-
ministration i his department; and he
has practically asked for the clemency
of the House. [The Honorary Minister:
Noj; I have not.] The Honovary Min-
ister said, “Why should I be crushed or
dealt with severely if 1 have made a
mistake?”  The Treasurer said, “Iff
we have done it, it was with the highest
motives, and on these grounds youn
should be lenient” I wonder what the
stock raisers of this country wounld say
about leniency when their herds were
being destroyed. There must have been
some doubt in the minds of Ministers
when they stipulated where these cumels
should tand and ‘how far they should
iravel, but they made no preparations
for receiving them, not fhe slightest ;
no preparations for -receiving 500
camels and 30 Afghans. [Member :
They had Dr. Burton there.] I am re-
minded of that gentleman who allowed
these people to go behind a Federal Act
and make contracts with the Afgbans.
1t bas been shown that contracts were
made with these Afghans, that they
would get three wvears’ employment in
Western Austiralia, these people having
full knowledge that the contracts would
not held good, but as soon as they
were allowed to land T suppose the
usual preparation was made and people
went on board and fixed up agreements
so that they ecculd land and eould work.
It has alsobeen argued that they have
not received payment, and they will not
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leave the State because they have not
received payment. In eonfirmation of
this statement the Treasurer has said that
the camels are in quarantine to-day
hecause they have not paid their
way. They are not tick infested,
but they are quarantined hecause
there are fees duwe to the Govern-
ment. [The Treasurer : That is right—
the qoaranting eharges.] The men who
have been shepherding them and who
brought them on the hoats have not heen
paid, and we are paying an officer of
the State who has helped, aided and
abetted in surreptitiously getting these
men on shore. If a magistrate has «
sheaf of agreements before him showing
where men were hoodwinked thirough not
knowing our language and brought to
our shores, when he would aid and abet
in getting another set of agreements that
would bind them hand and foot to people
who would not pay or keep them and
would not pay their quarantine fees to
the Government, I say the (Govermment
out of their own mouths stand condemned
and that this magistrate deserves no quar-
ter, He deserves being dealt with by
the House generaliv; and I hope there
will be something done this session to
deal with gentlemen holding these posi-
tions. I have heen in Parliament seven
years and have never in such a shot
gpace of time heard so many aecusations
hurled at our magisterial benches. Yo
matter whether Port Hedland is far ve-
moved from Perth or not, the people
there should receive justice, and 1 want
to know why the necessity for this con-
cession being granted to these people,
why the earrying capacity of the teams
and camels in the Nor-West was not
equal to the requirements of the district,
and why that bhas all happened within the
last few months. We find that though this
concession was made in June, 13 months
ago, these camels bave not carried an
ounce of loading of any desecription since
they have landed, nor has the congested
condition of the loading in that district
been altered by this regulation. Why,
the argument that the order had to be
made in the interests of the traders in
the North-West, that the rates were
going up, and there was not sufficient
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stock to earry the goods into the interior
is all fudge; beeause there is nothing in
the argument, else it would hold good
to-day. But we do not find to-day any
dilficulty arising there from the want of
carriers, no difticulty at all. All we
find is the carriers in that couniry wir-
ing to their member and eabling to him
when the lines were broken, wrging him
to  bestiv  himself in  Parliament to
gee thai they got justice and to see fhat
their lerds were devastated by the
menace of this consigmment of eamels.
Tlat is what they ave doing. As the
Leader of the Opposition pointed out,
there was umple opportunity to sapply
the traders of the North-West with eamels
from South Australin. TIf there were an
urgent need of camels they could have
been supplied from South Australia. We
know full well that about eight or nine
vears ago, after the railway reached Men-
zies, camels were at a diseount and one
could buy a camel for £12 or £14 for
whieh four years hefore one would have
to pay £60. What did the camel pro-
prieters do 2 They sent their camels
back to Sonth Australia where there was
werk for them to do, and they wouid
gend them back here if they were re-
quired. I think the argument of the
Treasurer ahout helping the North-Wesi
people is simply without foundation, and
I am quite sure the North-West people
will not ask for any more of that kind
of sympathy. [The Treasurer: They do
ot want any raihway, do thev?] They
do not want any sympathy by which their
herds and flocks are endangered, by which
the whole of their life earnings may
he ruined in a short space of time
if this disease is as bad asis an-
ticipated. If it plays the same havoe in
this country as it has played in its own

country, God help the XNorth-West
and the South-West of this State
and every portien of it. It will

leave the Kimberleys without a hoof.
[3ir. H. Brown: Why don't you give us
some statisties?] I am not here primed
vith statistics. The membher for Perth
vants every hole in his armour stopped
xith statistics, but his ignorance of those
very statisties makes himspeakas he does.
[ know something about this subject, and
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if he knew as mueh as I do, and if he
desired to protect the people who are
raising stock here he would, irrespective
of the side of the House on whieh he
sits, raise his voiee against any Govern-
ment cancelling regulations which had
for their object the protection of ihe
hevds of the Siate. I want to peint out
that the Treasurer bas been very carveful
this evening to try and place words in
the mouth of the member for Murchison
which he did pot utter. That hon. mem-
ber does not know the Treasurer as well
as 1 do and (hat a principal feature in
his system of debate is to jam a state-
ment down the throat of a man although
he had never used it; that has been a
characteristic of the Treasurer for many
vears. [The Treasurer: You make state-
ments you are not aware of having used;
that is the trouble.] T make statements
that perbaps the Treasurer and his col-
leagues do not want me to make. As
far as the wmember for the Murchison is
concerned this question was dealt with
by him before ever he came into Parlia-
ment, and the eountry ean thank him
for that. When he was a private citizen
at Cue he used his hest endeavours to
stop that consignment of camels, with
regard to which allegations of bribery
have been made, from coming to Wesi-
ern Australia, He had oecasion to wire
to the then member for Cue, who is now
the member for West Perth, and ™.
Illingworth took a stand on that oc-
casion for which I commend him. My,
Holman has always had an eye on these
attempts to get camels into this State
from places where the animals are af-
fected with disease. The members on
the Government side of the House will
have gathered from the Ministerial state-
ments to-night that the member for Mur-
chison has tfried to make this question
purely a party one. That is not so. M.
Holman was sitting in opposition to the
Government when the repert of the seleet
committee which sat on the question of
Faiz Mahomet’s camels was brought in,
and his action on that oceasion is well
known. He has never made this a party
question any move than I have, and it is
about time the Government allowed ques-
tions affecting the State to be dealt with
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in the House on non-party lnes. As
soon as ever any question arises which
affects the administration of the Govern-
ment it is inade a party ery and the whips
are set to work in case a resolution is
carried thai will embarrass the Govern-
ment or foree them info the position of
considering serlously their position. [
am not going to urge that the member
for Pilbarra should withdraw his reso-
lution; on the contrary, I would wrge
that the feeling of the House should be
tested on it and, if the Government de-
sire to take it as a question of want of
confidence, that is their look out. The
Goverminent cannot hy any stretch of
imagination say that this is a move by
the Opposition Party or a party ques-
tion. There is ne necessity for any mem-
ber on this side te vote for the resolu-
tion of the hon. member for Pilbarra.
I will vote for it, because I recognise
that it has revealed a great lack of ad-
ministration on the part of the Govern-
ment and that the Government have been
guilty of greai carelessness in cancelling
the regulations that have heen in exist-
ence for years without first taking the
necessary precautions of protecting the
people and the herds of the Staie. I
hope every memhber from the agricultural
and pastoral areas will give their opinion
un the question when voting. Hon. mem-
bers are free and I hope they will vote
as they think right. This is not a party
question or one of an individual, but it
is one for protecting the country against
the posgible introduction of a very
serions disease. [Hon. . H. Piesse :
Are the hot fly and the tsetse
fly the same ?] This flv is to me
an  absolufe siranger, I do not
know it, and that is why I am so afvaid
in this matter. Itis a fly from a country
where eertain flies have devastated their
herds. Experts in the Agricultural De-
partment say that they do not know the
fly. Whai I am speaking of is a fly
that has heen hrought down from the
North-West by Mr. Edgar, an interview
with whom appeared in the newspapers.
I have no reason to helieve that the Press
have done anything but faithfully report
what that gentleman said. Mr. Edgar
.says that the fly is dangerous, and that
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the agrieultural expert had pointed that
out. If T knew ihat the fly was not
dangerous I would not be so alarmed.
I know of States where some hundreds
of thousands of cattle have been de-
stroyed by the ravages of tick. If the
people in the South-West knew what ticks
are capable of aceomplishing when they
reach the herds, they wounld appreciate
the necessity for preventing them from
heing brought down from the North-Wes.
I know of many cases in the Eastern
States where people of great affluence,
and whose parents were also very rieh
have heen bronght down to absolute
poverty in two or three years owing to
the ravages of tick. I have lived in that
conntry and seen many such instances
as T have rvelated. [3r. #{. Brown: You
have never been familiar with these vich
gentlemen, have you ?] I am prepared
to do anything I can o protect this
country from all sorts of pests, and if
I could suceeed in getting »id of the
hon. member for Perth I would be only
too pleased. I have, however, enough to
do at the present time to combat the
position taken up by the Government in
connection with the introdunetion of these
camels to the North-Waest,

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning): It
wag not my intention to have risen to
make remarks upon fthis cuestion, had
it not been for the references which have
been made by the hon. member who has
just sat down to this being turnhed into
a party question. We have heard a good
deal of the party question from time to
time, but I am quite confident that hon.
members on this side of the House recog-
nise the seriousness of the guestion, and
therefore are prepared, in the circum-
stances, to exercise their voles without
any member challenging them with being
eonfined to what may he termed a party
question, We have heard ihis veferred
tn sa frequently, and hy hon. members
opposite who have offen charged us with
being influenced by party motives. I do
not intend to say more about the party
question, but will confine myself to a few
remarks on the subject under diseunssion.
I am sure none recognise more than the
Government the seriousness of the intro-
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duetion of pesl~ into this country. The
hon. meniber for Pilbarra, in bringing
forward thi= motion to-night, has ne
doubt dene a good serviee to that part of
the eountry in which he has resided and
which he represents. Good serviee has
alzo heen done io other parts of the coun-
try, where such a scourge as this fiy is
said to he might become disastrous, de-
cimating, as it ight, the herds in ihe
southern parts of the Siate. At the
same ime there seems to me tn have been
a fault ecommitted by the oificers who were
entrusted with the carrying out of the
work in conneetion with landing these
camels. I am nol going info the question
of why the camels were brought here. A
good deal has been said on this and in im-
puting motives i  cerlain directions.
That iz a matter which conld be touched
upon by a definite resolution later on.
I think we should give the memher for
Pilbarva credit for good intentions in
bringing forward this subject, and he was
evidently desirons of drawing the atten-
tion of members to the seriousness of the
maiter. The Government, through three
of its members, have given an explan-
ation, putting forward their side of the
case. We have heard the side of
the hon. member for Pilbarra, and
I do not for one moment wish to
defend the official or officials  who
were responsible for the earrying
out of this work, but who appear not
to have done it in fhat way whieh
would have heen best in the interests
of the couniry. They deserve to be
dealt with if all be true that has been
said of them as to their recklessness and
neglizenee. T take it that such an im-
pertant question may safely be teft in
the bands of the Governmenf to deal
with. That the Government did not
deal with it earhier perhaps provides a
justifieation for some of the remarks
made by Mr. Underwood. and fhe tele-
grams  which he read seem to show
that immediate sieps should have been
taken to deal with the question. Tt ap-
pears, however, that some action was
faken by the Government. and that they
eommuniecated with their officials. giv-
ing inztructions which were expected
to be nheved. 1f the officials did not
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ohcy the instructions there are means
of dealing with (hem. If the Govern-
ment do not Jdeal with them, sauch alle-
gations being correct and ilhe charges
of negligence proved, ihen they are
deserving of censure. We are at
at prezent. however. speaking of the
matter rather late in the dax. The in-
troduetion of sueh pestx are a menace
to the country, and all will admit that
we should do eur very hest to prevent it.
We are spending hundreds of pounds
in trying te deal with the pesis in the
hortiewltural imduostry, and we also re-
engmise how sertous it wonld be if we
ind tick inireduced into the southern
parts of the State, as well as in those
northern parts whielr ave at present free
trom the frouble. 1 am sure thaf any
hody of men holding the responsible
positions of members of a Ministey must
fully  reeognize the importance and
sertousness of tle question, and are
ready to do cheir best to protect the
country and its interests ; and it is
unlikely that any  Government would
he su careless. ax hon. members have:
suzwested that the present Government
have been in eounection with this mat-
ter. [Mr. Beth : They made no pre-
parations  for the reeeption of the
camels.] That is, of cowrse, an error
of Judgment. They may have beer
nerligent in failing to take the matter
up earlier, and I think that prompt
measures should have been taken when
the camels were first imported. It
seeins, however. that they did advise
their officers, and if those officers did
not carry out the work, the course T
have suggested should be taken, and I
feel that (he Government recognise
this. We have heard the statements
of the Premier and the Treasurer.
backed up by that of the Minister (Hon..
J.  Mitehell}), more partiealarly con-
cerned wilh the adminisiration of the
department.  [Mr, Taylor : The Exe-
cative Council vrder should bhe can-
celled.] Well, the attention of the
House has been drawn to it ; there has.
been a long discussion, too long in
soine respects, though not toe long, con-
sidering the seriousness of the question.
It is most necessary for the purity of
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out herds and the protection of the
pevple engazed in owr rural industries
that we should do everything possible to
prevent the introduction of disease,
Fruit-growers are well aware of how
their industry has bheen thus affected,
We have ouly to look back some six or
seven years to see how by the aetion
of a previous Government the codlin
moth was introduced to the country.
To prevent its spread has cost us
thousands of pounds. Such faets draw
«our atteniion to the menace we are
now considering ; so I wish the hon.
member (Mr. Underwood) and other
members to recognise that I for one
‘feel that this matter is most serious,
I do not find fault with the hon. mem-
ber for bringing forward this question,
though I think, as it as been left so
long, it might bave been left till a
later stage, and dealt with on a speecial
motion, when it wonid have received
the same attention as has been given
it to-night. But T think the member
for Mt. Margavet (Mr. Taylor) is per-
haps going beyoud fair diseussion in
taunting members on this (Government)
-side of the House with veting on party
lines when so serions a matter as this
comes before us. As the attention of
the House has been drawn io the sub-
jeet, as the matter has been so
thoroughly ventilated, as the member re-
-sponsible for the motion has made a full
statement, as the House fully recognise
the sericusness of the position, and the
{Government have prowmised to do and are
doing all they can to deal promptly with
the evil, as s shown by the telegrams re-
ceived so late as yesterday, I feel this is
not a question which should go to a vote.
It is a ¢uestion on which I feel enoungh
has heen said to ensure prompt aetion
-and close attention from the Government;
and in the ecirewstances the diseussion
‘has done good, and need not go any far-
ther. If I found that utter negligence,
utter disregard of the interests of the
country, had been exhibited, then I for
-one, notwithstanding my desire to support
the Government, would have joined with
members opposite in placing the responsi-
bility on the Government and of cen-
suring them for their action ; but in the
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cireuwsstnnees, I feel that the Government
recognise wlhat is requived, and are doing
their best to meet the necessities of the
case. We who have heard the digcussion
to-night must admit it was fully justified ;
the question was brought forward in the
hest interests of the distriets and the com-
nnity generally, and the Ministerial ex-
planations given are a justifiention of
the action of the Government.

Mr. T. L. BROWN (Geraldton) : I
do not intend to labour the question, but
it is one on which I feel strongly, and,
with all due respect for the member for
Katanuing (Hon. F. H. Piesse)}, I can-
not view the matter as he views it when
he says the Government liave realised the
seriousness of the position and ave taking
action, To my mind that is aitogether
contrary to faet., If the Ministry had
realised the seriousness of the pesition,
then, when one of their number was in
the North- West while this question was
hefore the publie, why did they not in-
struet that Minister to inquire when on
the spot whether the camels were dis-
eased 1

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (in explanation) :
That s a point on which I omitted to
touch., When the member for Pilbarra
found that he was net obtaining that
attention which he expected as a niember
of the House, I take it his duty was io
approach the Minister controlling the
department, and to place the matter he-
fore him,

Mr, Underwood : He did
House on the 9th July.

Mr. T. L. BROWN : I understand
that the member for Pilbarra takes his
present stand beeause he could get no
satisfaction from the Gevernment.

Hon. FF. I, Piesse : He inquired of the
offieials only.

Mr. T. L. BROWN : He approached
the department from time to time, but
did not eet the satisfaction to which he
considered himself entitled ; hence the
necessity  for moving . to-might.  The
Treasurer tells us there is no need to fear,
nothing to be alarmed at. To my mind
this is a serious matter, and 1 am sure
the Treasurer’s action does not hear out

it in the
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the statement of the member for Katan-
ning that the Government have realised
the seriousness of the position. The
explanations given or altempted to be
given to-night from the Treasury bench
only show that someone has to suffer for
this mistake, and the whole onus is fo be
thrown on the officials whe are to he made
the scapegoats. That is rather eruel, and
T am sure ihat the officials are not alto-
gether to blame. T trust that the person
who is really to blame for the landing
of those camels—the doctor and resident
magistrate at Port Hedland, will be ealled
- upon to state why be allowed those camels
to land, and why he interfered with the
police. who were doing their duty. The
magistrate should certainly be taken to
task and made to suffer. The question
has been asked, and T think rightly, How
is it that no preparation was made for
the landing of those ecamels? The
Honorary Minister controlling the Agri-

culturnd  Department  must have had
some  kuowledge of the faet that

the boat containing those ecamels was
approaching our shores ; and he should
have taken all reasonable preeautions.
[The Honorary Minister : He did.]
That is not on record ; and if he had
taken all necessary preeautions, would
not his officers have heen there, would he
not have had men there to see if those
camels were fif to be landed ? Farther,
Ministers tell us that the reason the
camels had to travel over a eertain track
was that Port Hedland did not lend itself
to quarantine conditions. Is not that
another refleetion on the department con-
trolling the landing of the camels ? If
Port Hedland was not a suitahle place
for them to land, surely the department
should have seen that a proper place was
chosen and prepared for their reception.
We are also told from the Ministerial
beneh that not enly the camels but their
fodder were in quarantine. I do not
think that one man it this House to-night
will question the word of Mr. Edgar,
wha iz well known to all of us as a gentle-
man of repute. We are told by the Min-
isterial heads that they have not read the
article in yesterday’s Morning Herald,
thoneh this is a serious matter, affecting
the flncks of our pastoralists in the great
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North-West of whieh we have recently
heard so mueh ; yet Ministers bave not
been sufficiently interested in that ecountry
to read the newspapers, or to notice what-
has taken place in this department. T
much regret that other members repre-
senting the North-West have not to-night
stood side by side with the member for
Pilbarra in his honest endeavour to pro-
tect the interests of his district. Those
members have sat silent to-night on the
Government side of the House and
allowed the hon. mewber to stand alone-
and fight the battle of the pastoralists. I
can endorse the vemarks of the member
for Mt. Margavet {Mr. Taylor) that the
member for Pilbarra deserves every eredit
we ean give him for bringing this matter-
before the House and the public. The
member for Kanowna{Mr. Walker) dis-
continned the reading of the interview
with Mr. Edgar just as he reached the
interesting stage. 1 will take up the
article where he left off, and will show in
what wanner the fodder imported with
the camels has been quarantined :—

“¥Mr. Edgar's authority informed
him that it was of very recent hmpor-
tation—[he refers to the fly handed
over to the Department of Agriculture]
—and could only have heen brought
to the State in the form of eggs de-
posited in the hair of camels. Mr.
Edgar blames the aunthorities for their
laxity in permitting the eamels to be
landed without inspection, There was
no stock inspector at Port Hedland
when the eamels arrived there, and all
that Dr. Burton could do was to make
the examination that might have been
carried out by any layman. Ever since
then the animals have been allowed to
roam all over the plaee, and they have
heen almost in contaet with the teams
that work along the road between Port
Hedland and Marble Bar. Mr. Edgar
asks now that the Government shounld
permit to he published the report on
the flv that was preparved by their
experts.”

T trust that ibe Government will earry
out Mr. Fdgar’s wishes by publishing
that report. Why did they not to-night
produce the repoert. if it exists ?

The Treasurer : There is no report.
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Mr. T. L. BROWN : The interview
-continues :—

“ He elaims that, as the pastoralists
of the North are so interested, the
Government should not demur about
informing them of the threatened
danger, in order that they might in
their own way take any steps that
might be considered necessary to pro-
tect their herds.” )

Mr. Foulkes : Did Mr. Edgar tele-
graph to the Government acquaint-
ing them with the position at Port

Hedland, or did he wait till he came
to Perth? -

Mr. T. L. BROWNXN : Perhaps the
hon, memher will give the member for

Pilbarva notice of that question. The
interview eontinues :—
“Mr, Edgar farther mentioned

that a quantity of fodder—about 100
tons—was landed at Port Hedland
for the camels, and had heen lying
near the jetty ever since they ar-
rived. He had heard that it had
heen seized for the non-pavment of
debi, but he could not say from his
own personal knowledge. f We are
afraid,” he coneluded, ¢ ihat there
may be all sorts of germs tn this
fodder, and possibly the fly of the
tsetse disease or surra is there. This
fodder is exposed fo stock passing
there, and the matter is certainly
one te he looked into.” "’

We are told to-night by the Premier
that this fodder was guarantined. But
it is exposed to stock passing to and
from the jetty at Port Hedland; and
I am sure fthat as the information
oiven by lhe CGovernment is so far
from the mark in one rvespect, we must
take the rest of their explanation in
the same spirit as we accept that. Be-
fore sitting down I should like to refer
to one remark of the Premier, and I
think the Treasurer made the same
observation—that men were in charge
-of those camels. [t has been pointed
wut {hat the wmen imported with them
practically wouid not leave the State,
hecause they were not paid iLheir
wages, and were virtually without food.
And we were teold it was common
rumowr there ithat the Government of
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the State were keeping the men in
food. Thal was not denied. I think

it should be made elear whether it is
true ar false, As to the men lookivg
after the ecamels, stress was laid on
the taet that the camels could not
stray because these men were looking
after them. Who was in eharge of the
camels when these men were taken to
the boat side to be reshipped? OF
course the eamels were left to thew-
selves and could stray at will. T think
the Miaistry should indeed take this

matter far more seripusly than the
rmaember for Katanning gives them

credit for. One thing 1 regret more
than another during the whole debate
is  the frivolous manner in  which
several members on the Government
side have taken this position to-day.
And Ministers have not treated this
matter in a mamner they should have
done.

The DPremier : How would we have
known anything about it if we had not
instrueted cultures to e taken?

Mr, Bath : By the condition of the
stock as stated in fthe wires,

The Premier : What is the condition?

Ay, Johmson : I will read it for you
in a few minntes. 1 was not going to
speak, but I will now,

Mr. T. L. BROWNXN : The member
for Pilbarra made it elear that stoek
were going mad, not only horses but
cattle, driven mad by this fly. I Ao
not pretend to be an expert about this
fly, but this is mentioned in the wires,
and people did not send those wires for
the mere sake of sending them. The
importation of the camels was brought
under my notice a few months ago when
the Premier and the Colonial Secretary
were visiting Geraldton, and T hrought
the matter under the noiice of the
Treasurer, At Lhe time 1 admit Idid
not take a great deal of notice of it he-
cause the wentleman who brounght it
under my notice was interesied in camels
in the North-West, and [ (hounght le
had brought this matter forward to pro-
teet his own interests. 1 regret very
much that T did not take the matter up
more forcibly than T did beeause I see
the man had, grounds for his suspicion,
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and 1 believe if a few members bad
taken the matter up seriously the posi-
tion would not have oecurrved, and if the
trouble had taken place it would have
been under conditions more favourable
te Western Australia ; and the pastor-
alists would have been protected to a
wreater degree. Asx fhe member for
Guildford has expressed a wish to speak
to-night T shall not labour the question,
but T will conient myself by saying again
that 1 rewret mewbers for the North-
West have not supported the member
for Pilbarea as thev should have done,
and if by my speaking fo-night I ean
hring these members to their feet my
mission  will have Dbeen aecomplished,
"These members have sat silenlly  and
allowed the matter (o go by the board,
and if ihey do not deal with the maiter
their constituenis no doubt will eall them
to account and ask why they have not
backed up the action taken by the mem-
her fur Pilbarra. T ask why did not
the Governmeni wire the Minister for
Mines when he was at Port Hedland o
see whether the report was true or other-
wISC.

Mr. W, D, JOENSON (Guildford) :
In spite of the apology made by the mem-
ber for Katanning on behalf of the Gav-
ernment, and in spite of the assurance of
the pood intentions of the Premier, I am
gatistied the Gloevernment have not given
sulficienl evidence to-night that they in-
tend (o grapple with this subject, as wili
justify the wmember for Pilbarra in with-
«drawing the motion. He must get more
from the Jinisterial benches than he
has. The wmotion should not bhe with-
drawn on the slight notice taken on this
-ureat cquestion by the Ministry. If the
motion is withdrawn by us it will be an
-endorsement of the want of atiitude on
the part of the Government. We must
wet something more from the Govern-
ment in spite of the assurance of the
member for Katanning. and T may say
we are getting used to these assurances.
The hon. member is coniinnally apolo-
wising for Ministers and continually as-
suring us of their good intentions.

Hon. F. H. Piesse : T did not offer any
apology for them at all.
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Mr. JOHXNSON @ We arve continually
wetting these assurances, and T pefer to
it to-night beeause it is abouut time the
member for Kataming stopped lecturing
the Qpposition as to what we should d»
with the Government. I know if this
question affected the herds of Kalanning
the member for Katapning would have
taken a different attitude from what le
has adopted to-night.

Hon, F. I, Piesse
ungenervus remark,

Mr. JOHXSOXN : 1t may be.
eause this matter is far away m the
North-West members who know more
ahout the ¢uestion lhan members un this
side have sat silently and have not
spoken.

Hon. V. M. Piesse : 1f this had been
my matter 1 should have gone straight
to the Minister and not rung him up on
the lelephone.

Mr. JOHNSOX : Does not the hon.
member recollect that when the mewmber
for Pilbarra was speaking he staied that
he went to Lhe Minister, or to the depart-
mental head, because possibly he eould
not get to the Minister.

Mr. Bath : He also bronght the matter
up on the Address-in-Reply.

Mr. JOHNSON : Yes, does the hon.
member forget that in speaking on the
Addres-in-Reply the nember for Pilbarra
brought the matter foreibly before the
Government, and yet since that time
nothing lhas been done.

The Premier @ The hon. memhber 15 not
correct, hecause Dr. Cleland and Mr.
Giles have been sent np to make an in-
spection.

Mr. JOHNSOXN : The econditions pre-
vailing on the 9th Juoly prevail te-day.
I withdraw that statement and say the
conditions are worse to-day. We have a
reference by the member for Katanning
as to party voting. Why did the member
for Mt Margaret say it was not a party
question 7 Because we had a statement
by the Treasurer similar o this one when
the Eduecation question was hefore the
House last session. The Treasurer got
up and stated that the fate of the Gov-
ernment depended on fhe decision of this
question, and to-night we find the same
aftitude. Feeling and knowing they are

: T ihink that is an

Bul be-
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guilty in allowing tick to get into the
North-West the Government say that the
fate of the Ministry depends on this qnes-
tion. Can we call that party ? The
Government ask members to protect them
againsi the motion of the member for
Pilbarra, then we are told it is not a
paviy question. If that is not bringing
party into the debate 1 do not know what
is. Why was the motion brought for-
ward ¥ We have the Premier and later
the Treasuver, and again the Honorary
Minister getting up and stating that they
realise the seriousness of the question.
The Treasurer tells us the Government
considered the question and feeling it
was a dangerous question to tackle they
delayed the matter and they are waiting.
Then later the matter is dealt with in
Cabinet and the Treasurer told ug that
in consequence of more camels being re-
quired in the North-West these camels
were allowed to enter. There were too
many teams of eamels in the North-West
at this particular time, for teams were
being sold hecavse there was not enough
trade to keep the teams that were there
going. How can the Government use the
argument that there were not sufficient
eamels to deal with the traffic existing at
that time 7 Then again supposing it was
not a faet that teams were being disposed
of, are there not plenty of camels on our
Eastern goldfields and on the Murchison
fields that are not fully engaged to-dav?

The Minister for BMines : No,
Mr., JOFINSON : The wember for

Murchison assures us that there are.

Mr. Holman: There are 200 camels
idle.

Mr. JOHNSON : There was no jus-
tification why the Government should
allow these eamels to be introdueed. If
there had been any desire to assist the
people in the North-West the member
for Pilbarra is a greater authority on
the question than the Government, and
he assures me that teams werve sold at
the thue this matter was under considera-
tion. The Government realised the
seriousness of the question, they de-
layed it, and later on took the matter
into Cabinet and dealt with it, and made
certain  regulations. 1 point this out
because the Government realised the
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sericusness of the question and imme-
diately passed an Executive Council
minute and framed certain special regu-
lations to deal with the question. There:
they think their task finished. They for-
get they have to deal with a serious
question, and their duty should bave
been to follow it up and see that this
serious matter was controlled by the
officers in sueh a way that the North-
West would have been protected from
the introduction of disease by these
camels, That 1is the responsibility a
Ministry has to take. Yet we have the
member for Katanning, above anyone
else, saying that if an officer erred in
judgment ihe officer should be dealt
with. Has the time arrived when we
should shift the responsibility from
Ministerial heads to departmental heads?
Repeatedly in the House Ministers have
said that they take the responsibility of’
actions of their officers.

Hon. F. H. Piesse : You mean to say
that if an officer eommitted himself i
such a way and failed to recognise his
duty you wounld not deal with that of-
ficer?

Mr. JOHNSON : Of course ; buf in-
capacity to deal with a matter, to follow
it up and to see that diseased camels
did not get in the State, beeause an of-
ficer failed to do that is no reason why
the Minister for Agrieulture did not de
so. I wish to point out to the Minis-
ter in charge of the Agrienltural De-
partment that while I appland him for
the interest he has taken in the South-
Western distriets and the agricultural
districts in and around the metropolitan
area, while I applaud lum for that and
encourage him in his work, he must rea-
lise that he has to get out of that
groove. Because we pat him on the
bhack for doing something for one por-
tion of the State we will not allow hum
to go free of criticism if he neglects
other duties. It is all very well for the
Minister to state, “I am doing my
duty,” but he must not forget that his
duty does not start at Northam and end
at Sussex, but that he has to deal with
all the State, and if he neglects it he
must put wp with eriticism of his aetion.
Ministers state that there is no danger
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now, That 1= the reason why T shali not
agree to the withdrawal of the motion,
This wire has alrveady been read, but
Ministers have asked me to read it once
more. It proves there is danger to-day.
The (lovernment bave had no reporis,
and they think ihat because there are
no reports it is good news. The Gov-
ermbent have an oflicer in the distriet,
but he has not sent down reports that
any serions danger exists, and the Gov-
ermnent want us to take the assurance
of this officer, But do we not find that
one olficer, Dr. Burton, has demon-
strated his ineapaeity to deal with this
-question, and that he has erred much
in his judgment? He stated at first that
there was no tick at all, or that there
were one or iwo ticks on the first one or
two beasts which came off the boat, and
he farther said there was no tick on the
Jetty. Then again he says that he had
taken precautions to cleanse the jetty,
.and Ministers tell us that it is a com-
mon thing to clean a jetty if a jetty is
oot dirty. As a matter of faet we
know that the jetty was dirty with tick,
because we had a bhetter authority there
than Dr. Burton. The jetty was alive
with tiek, and the quaraniine station
was alive with tick. Consequently we
find that there we have a respousible
-officer of the State absolutely contra-
-dicting himself in his two statements.
And then the "Government fturn round
.and say that, despife the fact that one
-officer has erred In judgment, as de-
monstrated by his various statements
that cannof be relied on, we should take
the word of their officers in preference
to the wires from that quarier. In or-
der to again urge on members that this
is a serious question, I shall read from
the West Austrelian of Friday last,
not a political wire, but one evidently
coming from the correspondent of the
West _lustralian, although it is pui in a
very obscure corner, and not with the
flaring head lines that drew attention to
the utterances of Dr. Cleland. That
telegram appearing in the West Awus-
dralian reads —
“All the Intherto elean camels on the
Hedland-Bar traek are afflicted with
tick, seriously menacing the earrying
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capacity. A iroublesome fly has also
appeared, and is driving horses. eattle,
and camels mad.”

Yet we lbave a Minister stating that it

is not serivus at all ; that it is purely

tick that does not affeci cattle and horses.

Here we have the faet that if the tick

is not doing it, the fly brouzht in by the

selfsame camels is driving the cattle,
horses, and camels mad. The telegram
farther says :—

“ Bullocks coming to the port have,
afler gzoing inland, been found to pos-
sess tick, and it s reasonable to as-
sume that cattle passing through the
local shipping  yards for southern
ports may also possess ticks.”

Again, we find a wire coming from Mr,

Barker. The Minister for Mines evi-

dently knows this gentleman, so I take

it he is a reliable authority ; he signs
his name, and evidently is as good an
authority as responsible officers we have

m our North-West ports. What does he

say 9—

“*Teams bullocks, all trading eamels,
including those white men. affected
tick, notwithstanding frequent elean-
ings  Woodroffe (agent Bullarra},
Richardson (Pippingarra), Snell, and
Tatelock all wiltnessed dire effects;
imported fly driving all stock mad.'’

This absolutely endorses the wire re-

ceived hy the TVest Australian.

The Minister for Alines : Mr. Barker
is eorrespondent for the West Ausira-
tian.

Mr. JOHNSON: I take it Me. Barker
is a reliable authorify. He has signed
the wire. We should get more from re-
sponsible Mmisters of the Crown than
we have got to-might. We want a de-
finite assurance from them that they
will take every precaution to cleanse
that country of the tick they have al-
lowed to be imported into it. And ¥
guestion very much whether those people
who have cattle, horses and camels af-
flictedd with this tick the Government
have allowed to land in this eountry
have not a elaim for compensation
against the Government. I know my-
self T would seriously consider faking
acetion against the (overnment if 1 lost
my stock through the importation of
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camels, owing to the incapacity of the
Government to administer a depart-
ment as they have done in this matter.
Mr, Barker’s telegram eontinues:—

‘¢ Infected Indian ecamels rvegulay-
ly visiting Hedland, alse wandering
over both Bar roads; fact large num-
her lost, whereabouts unknown.”™

Byen if members question the veha-
bility of this. we have the newspaper
statement; and surely it is necessary
for us to get more assurance than we
have had to-night that the Government
will lake a little more definite action
than they have taken since the 9th July,
when the maiter was foreibly brought
under their notice by the member for
Pilbarra.  When the Government al-
lowed these camels to come in, the very
first thing they should have done was
to appoint one of their special officers
to wo to the North-West to see that the
special regulations they drafted were in
torce. To draw an illustration between
the administrative capacity of one Min-
ister as against another, let ns take the
action of the Federal authovities. They
got word, evidently net so foreibly
brought under their notice as the fact
was brought under the notice of our
Minister, and with that notice there was
an intimation that there were men in
charge of the camels who had no right to
land under contract in this State, We
find that before that wvessel touched at
Puort Hedland the Federal officers sent an

officer from Broome in order to see that

the regulations were stricfly enforced.
Yet our Ministers who were allowing
the eamels to come in failed absolutely
to see that the regulations they framed
were enforeced. In eonclusion, I wish
to endorse the remarks of the member
for Geraldton (Mr. T. L. Brown) in so
far as thev apply to the member for
Kimberley {Mr. Male). We found the
member for Kimberley the other night
eulogising the Government heecause the
Minister for Mines had visited the
North-West, and beeause in the Gover-
nor’s Speech special reference was made
to the Government’s intention to de-
velop that vast area; but when he finds
that reference is made depreecating the
attitude of the Government towavds
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stock-owners in that lecalily, he takes
no notice of it.  The member for Gas-
coyne has taken notes during the de-
bate; probably he will enlighten the
House on the possible effeet of the im-
portation of thest tiek on the stock to
the North-West ; but T am very much
disappeinted {hat the member for Kim-
berlex has sat idly by, not raising his
voice at all to protect the cattle-owners
and stock-owners of the north-west por-
tion of the State who muast be deeply
interested in this matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price) © T would not have spoken in
this debate but for certain remarks that
fell from the member for Mount Mar-
garet (Mr. G. Taylor), who suggested
that thisz alteration of regulations was

put through Executive Couneil with-
out rthe koowledge of the Ministry
generally. He said that T was not pre-

seut and that the Honorary Minister was
not present, and that probably we knew
nothing about the matter. The member-
for Mount Mavrgaret knows perfectly well
that so long as a quorum is in attendance-
at Executive Couneil it is not cnstomary
for Ministers to aftend in full. This
matter was fully discussed in Cabinet,
and the Executive Council minute was
signed by the member for Northam, the
Hoenovary Minister. Let us go into the
genesis, the origin of this alteration of
the regulations. It did not emanate from
any Minister at all. Suggestions were
made to the Government by a certain
firm that it was desirable that camels
should he imported ; and a responsible
officer, the then Director of Agriculinre,
who I believe was appointed by my
friends opposite, put this minute forward
toe his Minister. [Mr. Collier : Who
made the suggestion ¥} Abraham
Mahomet, an Afghan, asked that he-
should be permitted to import these
camels. There has been no covering up
of that, no secrecy about it. The then
Director of Agriculture, who was ap-
pointed by the Labour Government,.
about whose ability I have not the-
slightest doubt, inquiry was made showing
he was fuilv qualified for the position,.
wrote this minute ; and what - does this
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oflicer say about the importation of these
catile ? I will vead the minute he sup-
plied on the question, as follows :—

“The exceptional circumstances sur-
rounding the case of A. Mahomet war-
rants the exceptional measures pro-
posed, namely the exemption from the
reeulations, as the applicant will, in
my opinion, be conferring a great boon
to that particular part of the State
which, at the present time, is the worst
provided with means of locomotion and
transport. There 1s nothing to prevent
any other applicant, who ean adduce
sulficiently pgood reasons, from being
likewise exempted. I suggest, how-

_ever, that permission be not given fo
bring eaels farther south than the
23ih parallel of latitude. This would
obviate competition with horse teams
on the lower goldfields.

Ar, Angwin: Is there any minute from

Inspector Weir ?

The MINISTER : I will go through
all the minutes.
My, Butcher :

of competition 2
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

am wiving the genesis of this business

Was it only a question

and I desire to explain why it was
decided that these camels should
not he allowed to come below the

twenty-fifth parallel of latitude, Tt was
thought that the camels should he allowed
to he imported in the northern part of
the eouniry hecause it was believed that
there was a necessity for farther eamels
m that distriect. I am not saying whether
that idea was right or wrong; but it
has Dbeen suggested that the reason why
this line of demarcation was drawn was
siinply hecanse the Government were ab-
solutely careless as to what would happen
in the North-West so long as the southern
portion of the State would not be affected
by the disease. Sueh an accusation as
that is quite incorvect. [Mr. Johnson :
What does Mahomet’s letter say 7] T
have not read it and cannot tell you
that. 1 want to give an acecount from
the official point of view, and to de-
tail to the House the representations
maile by the responsible officials, so that
the House may know the advice upon
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which the CGovernmment acted. The
Government i this  conneection ob-
tained the advice of their responsible

officers, and I will ask the lon. mem-
ber who interjecied, and who always
stood by his officers, whether he would
not have acted in a similar way if
shilar  eireumstances had arisen while
he was in office? Now we come to the
minute of Mr. Weir of Mareh 4th, 1907,
directed to the TUnder Secretary, in
which he states :—
“The manager (Mr. Hughes) of
the South British  Insurance Cay.
 advises that a shipment of 500 camels
would leave Bombay on  Thursday
last and are due Lo arrive at Dort
Hedland on or about the 21st inst,
It will be necessary for an inspector
to meet the shipment on arrival and
stay at the port until the animals are
free from the quarantine period of
40 days.”
This minute came before the Honorary
Minister and naturally led him to be-
lieve that the Chief Inspector of Stock
had the matter well in hand at that

time. Then about this date there isa
minute to the Honorary Minister in
connection with inspections, by the

Under Secretary {(Mr. Despeissis), and
on March 8th the sugmestion is made
by the Henorary Miunister that Mr. Ran-
ford should be sent tos Port Hedland as
the imepector to receive the stock. T
venture to say that my colleague took
every vreasonable precaution that a
Minister should do. I see that the hon.
memher for Guildford smiles, but the
files show that the Honorary Minister
was quite satisfied by the minutes he bad
received that the matter was being
thoroughly looked after by the depart-
mental officials. He did as mueh as
any CGovernment or any member eould
expect him to do. [Mr. lugwin :
When did Inspector Weir -deal with the
matter 7} His minute is dated March
4th, it reached the Honorary Minister
on March Sth, and it was then that he
suggested Ao Ranford should be sent
to receive the stoek. [JMr. . ngwin:
When did that minute get back to Mr.
Weir 7] On Mareh 9th, the following
day after the JMlinister reeeived it.
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I would ask hon. members who have
held office, whether it is at all unusual
for fouwr days to elapse hefore the
penning of a minute and its receipt by
the Minister. The momeut the Hono-
rary Minister received this minute he
sent for the ehief inspector and dis-
cussed the whole question with him.
These cirenmstances place quite a differ-
ent complexion upon the case. The
Honorvary Minister was aware that the
chief inspector had the matter thoreugh-
Iy in hand. The camels arrived atPort
Hedland on March 21st, which was a
Thursday, and there was no inspector
there to receive them. On March Oth
the chief inspector had sent a minute
to the Under Secretary stating he found
that there was no steamer leaving for
Port Hedland until the 22nd of the
month, and this apparently was the
reason why the inspector was not there
to receive the cattle. It was a fortnight
before the arrival of the camels that the
Honorary Minister was advised that it
would be necessary fto make arrange-
ments for an inspector to be there.
[Mr. ZTaylor: You know that the
boats do not run frequently to Port
Hedland.] 1 know that one runs
nearly every week. I am quite aware
that these are an awkward set of faets
to set hefore members opposite, but I
want them to gi\;e dne cousideration to
what I have said in justice to the hon.
member who all {he evening has been the
object of their attack. The boat arrived
at Port Hedland on March 21st, and
there was no nspector there to meet the
camels; that was on a Tharsday. Be-
tween that day and the following Sun-
day, the  Premier reeeived in-

formation of a  somewhat alarm-
ing  nature in  connection  with
the ecamels. The hon. member for

Kanowna asks, in his inimitable style,
who was there to take prompt aection?
But I will tell vou what the Premier did
in eonneetion with this matter. When
it was reported fo him that there were
certain  disquieting features in connee-
tion with the eamels he spent a consider-
able portion of Sunday the 24th March
at ithe post office communicating by
direet line with Port Hedland. He
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wired to the responsible officer there
{Dr. Burton) asking him to supervise
the landing of these particular ramels.
He was so impressed with the position
that he did not in any way limit Dr.
Burton, and that officer was specifically
instructed not to spare expense in order
to secure the segregafion of the bheasts,
Does that look like apathy on the part
of the Government? [Mr. Taylor : It is
apatlty on the part of the inspector of
stoek.] It is the Ministers who arve
accused by the opposite side of apathy,
and not the officers. That is the exact
position of the case. [Mr. Hudson :
Do you not take .the responsibility of
the aections of yonr officers?] Of
course we do, but if I go to the hon.
member for legal advice and he gives
it, T take that adviee—I expect I would
fall in ; but that is by the way. [Mr.
Hudson :© I take the responsibility
of any adviee T give.] If you have a
professional man whom yon trust and
in whom you have confidence, yon must
abide by the advice he gives vou. Now
let us Lake the position as we find it.
The hon. member for Pilbarra has read
certain telegrams, and has given to this
House certain information which I admit
is of a disquieting character, there is no
gelting away from that. On the other
hand, all the telegrams the Governn:cnt
have received from responsible oflicers
have had nothing of a disquieting natuvs
in them; on the conivary they have been
of a reassuring nature. The ftwo ae-
counts are diametrically opposed to one
another, They do not tally ; they do
not fit in at all. For political purposes
members immediately aceept the accounts
of those irresponsible persons who from
time te time send communications to
such members. Do I understand from
the member for Guildford {Mr. Johnson)
that it is the business of Ministers to
be guided by every newspaper paragraph
whieh they read, when the advice of their
responsible officers, men whom they have
no reason to doubt, is of a fotally op-
posite chavacter 7 The member for
Guildford woauld be the first, were he
in office,to disregard the newspaper para-
araphs and to helieve his officers. The
Clovernment recognise that a ease for
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inquiry hos been made out. What have
the Government done ¥ Have they sat
down and said, “Our men are right,
these newspaper paragraphs are false and
inaccurate 7”7 No. They have not pre-
judged the case like the members oppo-
site ; they have not been so unjust to
their officers. Members have been sitting
in the House all the evening ; they have
heard the debate ; they have heard the
information given ; but they wilfully
close their ears to the facts of the case,
because it smits them at ihe moment to
do so. [Mr. Taylor : No, no. This is
no party question.]  The Government
have been aceused ineptitude, of bad
administration ; and if the Government
are guilty, if that charge is proved, the
. Government should treat it as a vote of
no confidence ; and any Guvernment who
refused to freat it as sueh would be
utterly unworthy of their position in the
State. We have not prejudged this case
against our officers, and I venture to say
we have taken a right and proper eourse
to arrive atethe facts. Dr. Cleland and
BMr. Giles, a well-known entomologist,
have been despatched to ort Hedland
to investigate, It may he that the case of
the memher for Pilbarra will be proved.
On the other hand Doctor Cleland’s re-
port may fully bear out the telegrams
received from our vesponsible officers ;
and L for one absolutely refuse to pre-
Judge this case until Doctor Cleland’s
report is hefore us; and 1 venture to
think the member for Pilbarra would have
been well advised had he postponed his
motion until that report came to hand.
I think I have shown elearly and distinet-
Iy that the Government, and meore par-
ticularly the member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitchell} have taken every reasonable
precaution. It may be that the inspector
of siock has been somewhat lightly and
leniently ireated, but it is better to err
on the side of mercy than to he too
severe. [Mr. Collier: Is that done in
private business 2] It iz done by em-
plovers every day. The best of men at
times make mistakes ; and I venture {o
think that if the hon. member is to be
eondemned for evervy mistake he makes,
his chances of perdition ave pretty good.
[Mr. T. L. Brown : This is more than a
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wistake.] We have the siatement of Mr.
Edgar. Any statement coming from him
I am prepaved to treat with absolute
respect. But let us remember Le is now
in Perth, and I presume made his state-
wment to the Press some time this week.
Farther we have a telegram read a minute
or two ago by the member for Guildford,
which states that this disease is rampant
all over the place. T think it siates that
large numbers of the camels are lost, and
that others are wandering all over the
country. As against that we find our
own inspector stating that all the eamels
but four are accounted for, and that they
are mustered every day. Here is prima
facie evidence that the gentleman whose
telegram the member for Guildford read
is not at all a reliable autherity. And in
paventhesis T may say, I myself have
some knowledge of that gentleman.
I was the subject of a very severe article,
not many weeks ago, condemning me for
not doing certain things promised to the
people of Port Hedland. But let me
say, it was a work which had never been
brought before e, and which I knew
ahsolutely nothing about; but that fact
did not prevent my being severely con-
demned by the Port Hedland paper.

Mr. Foulles : Did Mr, Edgar when at
Port Hedland send you a telegram re-
garding this matter ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have earefully gone through the file and
have not found any, and the Honorary
Minister informs me that Mr. Edgar did
not send such a telegram, What is the
position ¢ 'We have Dr. Cleland’s report,
every scrap of it that could be used was
used against the Govermment, and per-
haps rightly so. Buf on the other hand,
we are surelv entitled to expect members
opposite to be generous enough to use
those portions of the report which tell
in our favour. Where a point can be
picked out againsi the Government they
use it ; but when telling us that there is
some danger of the disease known as
surra being infroduced to the State, they
forget to read that portion of the report
wherein Dr. Cleland says, “1 have liitle
doubt that amongst the camels imported
in previous vears a similar proportion
of animals affected with trypanosemniasis
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exists.” [Mr. Underwood : 1 read that
portion.] Then I beg the hon. member’s
pardon. I did not hear him. I think I

have clearly shown that the Government
have taken reasonable precautions. I
will not, till we have Dr. Cleland’s veport,
admit that the reports of our officers are
not correct. On the other hand, I think
that for the time being. every man who
desires to be just and fair should keep
an open mind on this question, until he
sees that rveport. If members, after the
facts placed before them, like to be so
unreasonable as to support the motion,
I shall think that justice is absolutely
dead in their minds. The position is clear,
and the minutes which I have read en-
dorse and establish the claim of the
Govermment that this matter has received
due and fair consideration at their hands,
and that proper investigations are now
afoot to establish the faets.

Mr. W. J. BUTCHER (Gascoyue) :
Before proceeding with the question I
should like to say I strongly resent the
remarks of a few members sitting in
Opposition, heaved at those members on
the Government side who represent nor-
therm constituencies, to the effect that
we have been sitting here quietly listening
to the debate without taking any paitieu-
lar interest in it. Let me draw the atfen-
tion of Oppositionists to the Standing
Order which permits of anly one menr-
ber speaking at a time. The Opposition
have disregarded that Standing Ovder
during the whole evening, for no less
than six of them have been speaking at
one time while one member of this side
was addressing the House. However,
there is no doubt of the sericusness of the
question before the House, as it presents
itself at any rate to the pastoralist. But
during the whole course of the debate
to-night the most important part of the
question appears to have entirely escaped
the notice of everybody ; and to my
mind the Government have created the
position in which they now find them-
selves. Tt is not fair at this juneture to
throw any blame on the shoulders of de-
partimental officers for not carrying out
regulations, when the Government them-
selves are vesponsible for the position.
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1 fail to see huw the Government or any
body of men, claiming to represent the
true interests of Westertm Australia,
conld rescind a vegulation which had
been on the statute book practically for
10 years, and there were wiser ur enually
wise men holding the reins of Govern-
ment when the regulation was passed
as we have to-day, and in their wisdom
they decided that it was neees=ary that
no more eamels should be introduced in-
to Western Australia, because it was
found they brought diseases or were
likely to bring disease into Wesiemn
Anstralin, whieh would be dangerous to
the pastoralists and the stock of the
State.  Without making any applica-
tion to those inlerested in this particu-
lar industry to ascevtain if there was
any possibility or any reason for alarm’
in conneelion with the importatien of
these camels, the Government simply, on
the application of one called Mahomet,
who I understand is an Afghau, in fact
T have no deubt he is an Afehan, al-
lowed a consighment of 500 eamels to
be brought in without asking any pas-
toralists whether they were likely to be
affected by the importation. ov if there
was any danger. That goes {o show
that the interests of an Afghan, whether
he be a Britisher or not, is to be cou-
sidered hefore Lhe pastoral interests of
Western Australia, 1 say that the
pastoral industry of the State repre-
senis  some millions of money —1
will allow members on the Opposition
side to eontradiet me if T am not cor-
rect — vet the interests of a Maho-
medan, an Afghan, arve to be considered
before the inferests of our own settlers.

Mr. Holman : 1 appealed to you for
support last November when I moved a
motion. '

Mr. BUTCHER: T know what took
place, T sat on the select commitiee of
whieh the hon. member for Murchison
was alse a member, and I went through
the matter when compensation was
claimed for stopping the tmportation of
eamels,

Ar. Holman : I am speaking about

the 28th November in eounection with
these camels.
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AMr. BUTCHER: The matter of these
camels was not brought under my notice
unlil quite recently. The Government
are not justified in throwing any re-
sponsibility on  the shonlders of their

oftieers for not eareying out the instrue- .

tions, The question is wheiher instrue-
tions were given, There wax no neces-
sity to pive instraetions, The Govern-
ment created the diffieulty by allowing
the eamels 1o he imported, and [ say
ihere has been the grossest neslirence
of the interesis of Western Australia
by the (oevernment taking the steps
they did, and- I regret that they did take
those steps, It ix only lett fo the Gov-
ernment now tou «do afl they ean to as-
sist the pasloralists and see that the
spread of thi= dreaded diseave does not
continue. The Government are running
the greatest possible risk, for no man
knows what is likely to happen from the
importation of flies or ticks vr anything
of that sort from places like India,
Another thing that strock me very for-
cibly was why the Government should
be so particularly anxions not to allow
camels to be imported helow lalitude
25. Tf they allowed them io be imported
lLelow latitude 253 T would not have
thought moech about it, but the elimatic
conditions ol the North-West are more
similar  te  the elimalic condiiions of
Tndia than ihe climate down south is,
.and any parasites or disease broanght by
these camels is more likely to Bourish
in the highey latitudes than down south.
That woes to show again how reckless
in regard to all the interests ol Western
Anstralia have the Government heen
while they wish io appear to be so mind-
ful of them. There is une ¢uesiion T
shonld have liked te ask the Honorary
Minister. btk T netice he is not bere.
When were these applications made
whielt impressed him so much, that it
was heenssary to import these camels:
at  what date were the applications
made?

Mr. Taylor 1 About 18 months ago.

. BUTCHER : At that time repre-
-sentations had been made for the con-
gtruction of the Marble Bar railway,
which was to have the effeet of carrying
goods that the camels were imported
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for. Tf the Government were desirous
of nssisting persons up North, then
why should they wnot have pone on

with the railway at once, and then there
would have been no necessitv at all for
the importation of the camels ? [ only
add now that T sincerely hope the Gov-
ernment will take every step to see that
there is no spread of this disease in the
North,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregorv): I wish to say very little in
regard to the question. I was recently
at Port Hedland., and made a larwe
number of inguivies from  De. Burion.
and from the people of the Port Hed-
land district, and I was assured by Dr.
Burton thal there was no danger in re-
zard to these ecamels. I was told by
Dr. Burton and by most of the respon-
sible persons living in that place that
the lelegrams sent down hLere by M.
Barker were gross exaggerations, and I

have every helief to-day ilat the
telegrams  being  sent down here are
extremely exagrerated. That is why
I, with the Minister for Works,
urge members to  await the report
to be sent in by Dr. Cleland. Every

effort is being wade by the de-
partment to gel ihe true facls of the
case, and we shall give the faets to the
public as soon as we are in pussession
of them, On the other hand 1 wish to
itpress on members my belief that
these lelegrams which are heing sent
down eannot be relied on, and that they
are grossly exaggerated.

Mr. H. BROWX (Perih) : I think
members in this debate have really been

- making a mountain out of a molehill.

We have heard, I helieve, the conecen-
trated wisdom of the House about this
maiter in the brain of the member for
Mount Margarvet. It was refreshing in-
deed to-night to hear the hou. member
vo into heroies with reference {o the
protection of the unfortunate pastoral-
ists and graziers.

My, Taylor : I did not get into the
Perth sewers, the Wellington-street ope
especially.



466 Urgeney Motion :

Mr. H. BROWN : We bave heard this
fly referred to as the bot fly, and from
the little knowledge I possess 1 may say
for, the information of meibers on the
Opposition side that no one eould point
to a single case where one head of cattle
has died through the effects of the hot
fly. Not one member has given statis-
ties as to the deaths that have ocenrred
from the effects of this pariieular fly.
From the speeeh of the member for
Mt. Margaret one sees that the hon.
raeher has no conception of what this
fly iz at all. .

My, Heitmann @ You are
about the codlin moth.

Mr. H. BROWN : The hon. member
might know something about mining,
possibly. I think this has been an
absolute waste of time. We have heard
that the member for Pilbarra knew of
these eircumstances three weeks ago;
and if it were a matter of urgency, why
was it not brought before the House at
the first sitting; and if it is a charge of
neglect on the part of the Government,
why should he ot have brought it for-
ward straight away instead of bringing
it up now as a subterfuge?

talking

Mr. P. STONE ({Greenough): As
one who took an active part in the early
days when camels were first introdueed
into this State in opposing their impor-
tation, I have watfhed with interest the
camel cuestion through all its stages.
Twelve or 14 years ago shipload after
shipload of camels was landed in Ger-
aldton for the Murchison trade. It in-
terfered with my interests and with
the interests of the farmers and with
thoze nf most people in that part of the
State.  The white ecarriers and thedir
teams found work for the wheelwrights
aml  blacksmiths, and their money
hought the produce of the farmers,
while harness had to be made by the
saddlers. As the camels interfered with
these white earriers and wilth these in-
dustries, that was the principal objec-
tion on that oceasion te the importation.
I saw the camels landed time after time
and inspected them and saw them cov-
ered with tick; and where they camped
on the heach, afler their removal the
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inspector had the place swept up and
the remains of the forage burned, and.
there were ticks on the ground; but I
never learnt sinee that the tick intro-
duced 14 years ago has spread and
cansed any serious damage to the stoek
in the State. I watehed with some in-
terest, being a little afraid at the time.
The camels were alse troubled with a
disease known as mange, which has not
been eleared from them. Each camel
team I have seen has to be treated
for mange to the present time, bhut
I lave not known it to affect
other stock. 1 suppose the Government
in giving their consent, which I did not
approve of, meant to assist the miners:
in the North and not to interfere much
with the people in the Southern districts.
If this fly that is talked of is an impor-
tation with the eamels, the position be-
comes much more serions. It is possible
the fly may work havoe among the stock,
hut the bot fly has been known to exist
for 30 years i the North-West, some
vears being bad and some years not heing
noticed. Tt is now througheut the whole
of the State, and it is in horses partien-
larly. Sometimes they die through it,
and sometimes they gef very bad but get
better. When the Government 10 years
ago thought fit to prevent the importation
of eamels, the object was on that oceasionr
to assist the farmers, the wheelwrights,
the blacksmiths, and the saddlers more
thau to prevent any damage to stock; but
no one can tell me where the tick bas done
any barm to other stoeck than camels after
being here some 12 or 14 vears. So I
cannot see why all this trouble shomld
take place to-night. Of course if this
fly is a new arrival, the matter is serious;
hut it has not been proved that it is an
imporlation with the camels. I hear that
some 20 or 30 tons of forage remained
in the cattle-yards where these tick and
fly-infested camels were landed. T think
the Government would be wise in having
that exported to where it came from, or
burnt as soon as possible. I think that
this has been almost a night wasted.

Mr. TNDERWOOD (mover in reply) :
I will he as short as possible in my reply.
I think it ean be agreed without any
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farther words of mine that 1wy ease has
been fully upheld ; the Government have
‘totally failed to refute the charges I have
laid ; but I wish to make a few, what I
“inay term, personal explanations in the
natter. In speaking I sugpested, and
pretty deliberately too, that the Premier
"bad been guilty of a breach of faith
with myself, and 1 referred to his being
in eclose touch with Dr. Burton as a
possible explanation.  The Honorary
Minister said that I aceused Mr. Des-
peissis of discourtesy. I did not aceuse
him of that, but I will tell the Honorary
Minister what I am going to do; T am
going to accuse him of something worse.
He told me on the telephone that the
Premier had wired te Port Hedland to
stop the landing of these camels, pending
investigation., That wire was not sent,
according to the file read to-night. I am
willing at all times to withdraw and
apologise for any reflection T cast on any
man, and I certainly intended to east a
reflection on the Premier to-night. See-
ing that he never sent the telegram, and
most probably never said that to Mr.
Despeissis, I must withdraw my remark.
At the same time I can assure the House
that it put me in a very peculiar position
indeed. Mr. Despeissis told me the Pre-
mier had decided to stop the landing of
these camels, and I immediately went to
the post office and sent a lelegram to my
correspondent, Fred. Thelemann, telling
him the actiow the Government were tak-
ing. When I got up there, he wanted to
know why I had sent him false wires.
The Treasurer has commented consider-
ably on my action in this matter. He has
stated that I should not have done i,
that I should bave brought in the matter
again, that I should have brought it be-
fore the House previously and that I
should have gone to the Minister with it.
I went to the Agricultural Department
aod I went to the head of the Govern-
ment, to the Premier, with it and failed
to get satisfaction. Then I came to this
House and on the first opportunity I had,
immediately after the Leader of the Op-
position bad spoken, I spoke on the
Address-in-Reply and made some very
definite statements. I said I maintained
that the explanation ziven by the Govern-
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ment in an extracl T read was an insult
to the people of Port Hedland, and I
handed it back on their behalf. I said
farther that the Agrieultural Depariment
had been guilty of culpable neglect in
regard to the matter. Another direct
statement I made concerning it was that
the whele matter smelt stronger than the
ordinary camel train ; and if those are
not strong enough words to get an expla-
nation, if the Government saw fit——

The Premier : You had absolutely no
justifieation for making such a state-
ment.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : As I have said,
I do not intend to be igmored in this
House. I came to this House with a
determination to aet with all due eourtesy
to everybody.

The Premier : No member of that side
nf the House ean ever aceuse me of dis-
eourtesy.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No charge can
he mwade agninst me that during last
session, 1 was ever guilty of using lan-
vuaage whieh was not allowed by the
forms of the House or which was dis-
courteous. I found that this was con-
strued by many inte fear on my part. I
heard it has been stated that Underwood
could net speak; and that he was fright-
ened to. I cannot speak, 1 know; but
when it is said T am frightened to speak,
1 ean inform these whoe say such a thing
that I never look for trouble and I aveid
danger when I possibiy can; but at the
same time 1 have never yet struck a ecir-
cumstance that lhas prevented me from
doing what 1 thought to he right. The
position I take is this, that if 1 ean get
satisfaction from the Ministers or from
the departments in a manly and straight-
forward way, T will obtain il; but if 1
cannot do that without going down on
my belly, then T will pul 1ny back against
the wall and fight for my constitueney.
The Treasuver in the course of his re-
marks twitted me on my pronunciation.
{The Treasurer: I did not twit the hon.
member on his pronunciation.] He
twitted me an my English. T do not
pride myself on my ecloquence. and I
never had a oift that way. Perlaps I
may mnot be able to express myself as
many other mewbers do; but T was horn



468 Urgency Motion :
in the bush on this continent, have earned
my living since I was ten yemrs of age,
and have never had the opportunity of
attending a school in my life. I think
therefore that instead of being twitted, 1
may rather be complimented on being
able to speak as well as T do. Althongh T
am prepared to go to the Treasuver for
lessons in pronunciation, I am not pre-
parved to go to him for lessons in manners
or courlesy. I have come across most
illiterate bullockdrivers who conld give
that Minister lessons in these matters.
As to the question under discussion, I
will not detain the House much longer,
hut will make ohe or two short state-
ments.  From eighteen months to two
years ago, temms were bemg sold in
Marble Bar and Port Hedland and
Nullagine. There was at that time an
excess of teams there. I am making this
statement deliberately, and it ean he con-
tradicted if T am wrong.

The Premier: What were the camels
anld for?

Mr, UNDERWOOD : They were sold
for £50 a head, a month or two ago.

I'he Premier: But what was the priee
at the time you speak of?

My, UNDERWOQOD : There was no
price for them. Teams were then being
sent to Perth for sale.

The Premier: We had fo pay £56 a
head for camels required for Mr. Can-
ning’s expedition.

Mr. Holman: Who was the buyer?

Mr. TNDERWOOD : When at Port
Hedland I saw Mr. Ranford and spoke
to him with regard to the fodder which
has been referred to. I said I wanted
to ook at if, and we went over the yard,
examined the fodder, and he promised me
then he would burn it; but as a matter
of faet, that fodder, according to the
statements made by Mr. Edgar, is still
there. The most severe eensure possible
is deserved owing to the action both of
the Government and the departiment. In
regard to the contumely thrown on Mr.
Barker, I have no brief for him, but I

enntendt  that his  fvst report which
appeared in the Morning HMerald was
fully horne out by the facts 1
learnt on  the spot. I did not

go to Mr. Barker myself, but spoke to
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the first man I met on the wharf, who
happened to he a lahourer I had known:
for a large number of years. I asked
him about the tick, and he said the fick

were dvopping off the cattle and falling-

all over the wharf; he said they were
g0 thick in the timbers that one almost
slipped on them. If Mr. Barker wwe
right and Dr. Burlon were wrong on
this point, might not the former be
right in eonneetion with the whole diffi-
culty and Dr. Burton and Mr. Ranford
be wrong?  Might not Mr. Edgar be
right? Why should he come down and
make these statements if they were alto-
gether libellous? On the other hand,
look at that telegram I have read, and
which bears truth on the face of it. It
was not mervely the word of Mr. Barker,
for the wire mentions names of a num-
her of other public men, ineluding Mr.
Woodroffe, agent for the Adelaide 8.8.
Co.; Mr. Riehardson, an ex-Minister of
the Crown or his relative, the owner of
Pippingarra station ; Mr. Snoell the late
mayor of Leonora, who was a political
candidate on behalf of the Government
side against the present Senator Lynch
for the Leonora electorate, also Mr.
Tatelock, whom I have known person-
ally for many years. When a man men-
tions names like these, we musi give
considerable e¢redence to his statements.
As to the party question, I intended to-
move this moetion, and I informed my
leader of it after I had the notice
written out; I also informed the Acting
Premier of if before noon on Tuesday;
and the statement of the Premier that
lie had no time (o get a veply ready is
all very well, but it is not my faulf, for
he had a full day and several hours o
the previcus day to look into the matter.
After the speeches made by the other
side, I have determined to send this
question to a division, and we will see who
supports this administration which may
result in the devastation of the best
parts of our Siate.

Question put, and a division takem
with the following resuit :—

Ayes 15
Noes 27
Majority against 12
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AvEs. WoEs,

Mr. Apgwin . Mr. Barnett
"Mr. Bath Mr. H. Brown
Mr. Bolton | Mr. Butcher
Mr. T, L. Brown ¢ Ar. Cowcher
M, Collier Mr. Davies
Mr. Holntan Br. Ewing
Mr. Hudson Mr. Foulkes
Ar. Johnson I Mr. Gregory
3Ir, Scaddan Mr. Gu
Mr. Stuart ' Mr. Hoyward
Ar. Taylor AUr. ingworth
Mr. Cuderwood Mr. Keeune
Mr, Walker Mr, Layman
Alr. Woare My, MeLarty
My, Heitmarm (Teller). Mr. Mule

Mr. Mitchell

Mr. Monger

. Mr. N, J. Moore

. Mr, 8. F. Moore

. Mr. Pictse

' Mr. Price

I Mr. Smith

i Mr. Stone

. Mr. Veryard

| Mr A, J. Wilson

} Mr. E. Wilson

i Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Question (to adjourn) thus negatived.

QUESTION—COMMONWEALTH
BANKING BILL.

Mr. BATH asked the Treasurer: 1,
“Has his atteniion been drawn to the pro-
posal of the Federal Government to em-
bedy a provision for CGovernment note
issue 'in the proposed Commonwzslth
Banking Biliz 2, Will he make repre-
-gentations to the Federal Government to
ensure that the right of the State of
Western Australia to undertake this duty
within the borders of the State, if thought
.advisable ‘in the future, is amply pro-
tected ¥
" The TREASURER replied: 1, My
attention bas been drawn to certain pro-
posed Federal legislation, and this Gov-
ermpent is in eommnnication with the
Commonwealth Government on the sub-
jeet. :2, Answered by No. L

QUESTION—HOSPITAL SUBSCRIP-
TIONS, PERTH,

AMr. BATH asked the Treasurer: 1,
How much did the Pertli Huspital Com-
mittee ‘raise by public subseriptions dur-
ing the 12 months ending December 3kst,
1506? 2, How much did they raise dur-
inr the six months ending Junc 30th,
19077

The TREASURER  replied @ 1. £366
Os. Yd., ineluding £275 raised by Hospital
“Ball. .2, £104 Ys.
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QUESTION — NEWSPAPER STATE

SUBSIDY.

AMr. WALKER  asked the Premier:
Has the (fovernment been approached
hy any person in this State or from clse-
where, with a view of obtaining a sub-
suly for the purpose of establishing an
evening paper in Melbourne to be run
in the inlerests of this State?

The PREMIER replied: XNo delinite
proposal has been made.

QUESTION—SHOP  ASSISTANTS,
DRAPERY HOURS.

Mr. WALKER sasked the Premier:
1, 1s it true (hat Brennan Bros.. at
Boulder and  Kalgoorlie, by supplying
luneh to their employees, secured their
servieces during ‘he remainder of the
luneh hour in contravention of the Early
Closing Act? 2, Did they receive per-
miszion to thus infringe Section 11 of
the said Aet from the Chief Inspector
of Factories?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Chief
Inspector of Factories has no knowledge
of sueh being the ease. 2, No.

QUESTION—FEDERAL TRAXS-
FERRED PROPERTIES.

Mr. STONE asked the Premier: 1.
Has the property used and veeupied for
Federal purposes by the Federal autho-
rities in this State, namely, buildings
angd plant in eonnection with the postal,
telegraph, enastal. lighting, and other
services, been valued for the Federal
authorities for transfer purposes? 2,
If so, when were the valuations nade.
and by whom? 3, What was the value?
4, When do the Federal authorities pro-
pose to pay for the said propecties? 3,
Who is to bear the loss by depreciation
in value since Federation? ¢, When
transferred, will the pavment be made
in cash or by book entry only 7

The PREMIER rveplied: Lieutenant
('vlonel Owen, [uspeetor (eneral of
Works for the Commonwealth, has been
appointed to vaiue the transferved pro-
perties on behalt of the Commonwealth,
and dr. F. L. Stronach, the Under See-
retary for Works, has been appointed
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to act on hehalf of the State. So far
no valuations have been made, as the
time for making same is to he wutually
arranged between the officers coneerned.
No intimation has yet heen received from
Colonel Owen as to when he proposes
visiting this State. The loss in depre-
ciation on rve-transferred properties bas
so farr been borne by the Stale, but the
(overnment is endeavouring to make ar-
rangements  with  the Commonwealth
that before amy farther properties arve
re-transferred the allowanee for depre-
eintion and a propertion of reni for the
tine oceupied will be made.  The upkeep
of buildings taken over by the Common-
wealth 1s paid for by the Commonwealth
and dehited back to the State under the
Constitution Act. No arrangement has
vet been made as to how these properties
are to be paid for,

QUESTION—MINING ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY.

Mr. STONE asked the Minister for
Mines: Will he consider the desirability
of bringing the XNorthampton mining
district under the Alining on Private
Property Aect this session, when the
amendment to the Aining Aet eomes on?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES re-
plied : 1, All lands in the State, with the
exception of the Hampton Plains Es-
tate, are subjeet to the provisions of
“The Mining Aect, 1904,” as regards
mining for gold, silver, and other pre-
cious vetals, 2, All lands alienated
after 1lst January, 1899, are subject to
the Mining on Private Property provi-
sions of “ The Mining Aect, 1504, as
regards mining for minerals. 3 Pro-
vision is made in The Mining Act,
1904,” for bringing lands alienated he-
fore 1st January, 1899 (the minerals
contained in which were not reserved to
ithe (‘ruwn), under the provisions velat-

ing to Mining on Private Property.
4, As, however, when the Act was
framed, the faet was overlooked that

certain lands in the State had been sold
at a special price and under special reg-
nlations framed for the disposal of
mineral lands, the Govermment has de-
cided that until Parliament has hqd an
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opporiunity of farther considering the
question, the provisions of Seetions 155
and 156 of the Mining Aet shall not be
enforeed in regard to such areas, espeei-
ally in view of the faet that the Hamp-
ton Plains Estate was specially exeluded
by Parbiament from the provisions of
“The Mining Act, 1904,” velating to Min-
ing on Private Property. 5, Parlia-
ment will shortly have an opportunity
of expressing its opinion on this sub-
ject.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By ike Premier: Report of Confer-
ence between Representatives of the
United I{ingdom, the Commonwesalth of
Australia, and New Zealand, on the sub-
ject of Mlerchant Shipping Legislation.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at nine minutes
past 11 o’clock, until the next day.

Aegislative Councll,
T]utreclay, 25th July, 1907.

Pacs

Questicu: 01d Meu's Home, Nurses,,, . 470

Leave of Absence .. e 47l
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at
4.30 o'¢lock p.n.

Prayers.

QUESTION—OLT» MEXN'S HOME,
NURRSES.

Hoen. M. L. MOSS asked the Colonial

Seeretary: 1, What are the number of



